
High Batts Nature Reserve 
 

Conditions of Membership and Guidance for Members 
 
High Batts Nature Reserve is a private facility and registered Charity supported by subscribing 
Members. The elected Committee of Trustees is responsible for the operation of the Reserve and 
welcomes active participation by Members, whether by visiting and recording on the Reserve, by 
assisting with management tasks or by providing suggestions and feedback on management policies. 
 
Membership of High Batts Nature Reserve is dependent upon completion of an Application Form, 
payment of any annual subscription and acceptance of these Conditions and Guidelines. As a 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation, High Batts Nature Reserve is required by law to maintain a 
Register of Members, and holds and uses the personal information provided on the Application Form 
for membership purposes only and in line with Data Protection legislation. The information is not 

shared with any third party. We normally communicate with members by email as this is more 
economical and environmentally friendly, but members may chose if they wish to receive 
communications by post.  
 
The Trustees appreciates the support of Members and are committed to ensuring that Members get 
the full benefits of their membership.  These conditions and guidelines are written to ensure that:- 

 the Reserve is well managed and achieves its purpose of conserving biodiversity, 

 Members can enjoy the Reserve without difficulty or undue risk,  

 we meet our legal obligations in terms of lease conditions and any agreements with Natural 
England.  

 
Membership of High Batts Nature Reserve is dependent upon acceptance of these Conditions and 
Guidelines.  
 
VISITING HIGH BATTS 
 
High Batts is a private Reserve located on privately owned land and is open to Members and invited 
guests only. Members may visit at any time without prior booking but the Reserve and the Car Parks 

may not be visited between the hours of dusk and dawn without special permission.  
 
Young people under the age of 16 must be accompanied by an adult. 
 
Dogs are not allowed in the Reserve and are allowed only on the public footpaths and Rights of Way 
in the vicinity.  
 
Members may bring family and friends to visit the Reserve on an occasional basis; in such 
circumstances, Members must ensure that their guests are aware of the conditions for visitors and 
that they comply.  
 
If a Member wishes to bring a party exceeding 8 individuals, he/she should seek prior permission by 
contacting an official of the Reserve to make a Group Booking. The Member making the booking is 
responsible for ensuring that visitors follow our rules, such as keeping to footpaths, not to disturb 
wildlife and not to leave litter.  
 
There are three viewing hides on the site. The Pond Hide has a lower viewing area which is left 
unlocked. It is accessible by disabled people and there is a First Aid Kit. The upper section of the 

Hide is accessed via a staircase and is secured by a digital lock. The River Hide and the Hotel Hide 
are also kept locked with a digital lock. The access code for hides is supplied to members, who will 
be notified when the code changes. (see Access Arrangements below) 
 
There is a “portaloo” type toilet and hand-cleaning facilities near the entrance to the Reserve.  
 
The access around the Reserve is via level mown grass paths. Some of these paths can be accessed 
by wheelchair users or those with restricted mobility but most areas of the Reserve can only be 
accessed by those with full mobility as the paths are subject to damage by rabbits and moles.  
Access is not allowed to areas not served by footpaths. 
 
There is a viewing platform just outside the northern perimeter of the Reserve. This is accessible to 
visitors via steep steps.  



 
ACCESS ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Vehicular access is permitted via the Hanson’s quarry road; pedestrians may use the appropriate 
local footpaths. When using the quarry access road please be aware that it is also used by heavy 
quarry and agricultural vehicles, that there is a speed restriction of 15 mph and that there are some 
speed humps. 
 
Car parking is provided in the Upper Car Park near the entrance to the Reserve. Please do not park 
in places which could obstruct quarry or farmland access roads. Membership cards should be 
displayed in the windscreen of parked cars. Cycles must be parked in the car park and may not be 
into the Reserve. Car parking for holders of Blue Badges is possible in the lower car park adjacent to 
the barn and work area. This car park can be accessed via the gate from the Upper car park which 
has a digital lock.  

 
Security; The gate on the quarry access road is controlled by a digital lock as is access to the Upper 
Pond Hide, River Hide and the Hotel Hide, and lower car park. The code for the locks is provided to 
members when they renew each year. Please ensure that the buildings are locked when you leave 
and that Hide windows are closed. In the case of the quarry access road gate, it should be left 
either locked or unlocked, according the state in which you find it on entering or leaving.  PLEASE 
DO NOT PASS ON THE SECURITY CODE FOR THE LOCKS TO NON MEMBERS AS THIS COULD NEGATE THE 
CONDITIONS OF OUR LEASE.  
 
Closures; The Reserve may be closed from time to time because of special circumstances; this 
could be activity or conditions on site or adjacent land which could make it unsafe for people to 
visit or could be to allow work to be undertaken. Members must comply with all posted notices, 
whether temporary or permanent, regarding access to and use of the Reserve. Visitors must also 
comply with any notices posted by Hanson’s quarry with regard to access. The latest information on 
Reserve Closures is posted on the website – highbatts.wordpress.com – please check before you 
visit.  
 

LOOKING AFTER THE RESERVE 
 
High Batts is a special place which is carefully managed to support a range of habitats and species. 
It is essential that visitors do not in any way damage the environment which is being conserved. 
 
To this end visitors to the Reserve are required:- 

 to keep to the Main Ride and the connecting footpaths; 

 not to use the path from the North end through the North Clearing to the Birchwood unless 

the gates are open and there is no grazing stock present. (There is a parallel path alongside 
the fence to the Silver Birch clearing.)   

 not to act in any way that could disturb wildlife; in this regard we would ask that 
photographers do not hassle birds and are particularly careful not to disturb nesting birds; 

 not to leave any litter; 

 not to feed wildlife on the Reserve; 

 neither to remove nor introduce any biological specimens of any type without prior 
authorisation from the Trustees of High Batts. 

 
Visitors should report to the Warden any occurrence on the Reserve that might have an adverse 
effect. This might be physical damage, inappropriate use, unauthorised access, injury to wildlife, 

flooding etc. If you have any concerns, however slight, please let the Warden know.  
 
Visitors are encouraged to record their sightings on the Reserve. This data is essential in monitoring 
what is happening on the Reserve and to identify trends, and it helps to determine how we manage 
and conserve the Reserve. There are facilities in the Hide to record sightings on Recording Sheets, 
which may be left for collection on site or they can be sent to Mrs Launa Woodruff, Records Co-
ordinator at 26, The Shepherdies, North Stainley, Ripon, HG4 3HU  Tel. 01765 635216. We also 
welcome photographs taken by members and these can be emailed to highbatts1@gmail.com.  
 
If you think or know you have seen a rare bird please contact us by telephone 0793 5352890 or email 
before posting this on any of the Bird websites or on social media. High Batts is on private land and 
near a working quarry and we need to manage any safety and security issues which could result 
from lots of birdwatchers trying to access the Reserve. 

mailto:highbatts1@gmail.com


  
The Recording area is wider than the boundaries of the Reserve and is defined on the map displayed 
in the hides. Access within this wider recording area is limited to normal public roads, footpaths and 
Rights of Way and members have no privileged access otherwise.  
 
ENJOYING YOUR VISIT  
 
High Batts is a natural environment with potential hazards for visitors. Most of these are not 
significant but in order to minimise risk to yourself and to others we advise all visitors to prepare 
properly for their visit and to be mindful and careful when on the Reserve.  
 
We offer the following common sense guidance to visitors. 
 

 Wear suitable clothing for both the terrain and the season. Stout footwear is advised as 
footpaths are mown grass and can be uneven and slippery. Waterproof clothing for 

inclement weather and sun protection for summer are advisable. 
 

 Take care when using stiles and gates, when accessing the Hide via the staircase and when 
climbing to the viewing platform. 

 
 Do not climb over any walls or fences. 

 
 There are many insects present on the Reserve. Protection from bites and medication for 

bites and stings is beneficial; medication is ESSENTIAL for anyone who is aware that they 
suffer adverse allergic reaction to bites and stings. 

 
 If you are involved in any activity on the Reserve involving water make sure that any cuts or 

open abrasions are protected by waterproof dressings to avoid infection. Avoid rubbing your 
eyes, nose or mouth if your hands have been in contact with any water on the Reserve.  

 
 Do not eat any plant or other material found on the Reserve and do not drink any of the 

water on site. In summer you might want to bring some bottled water with you.  

 
 Wash hands before eating if you have been handling plants, animals or animal droppings.  

 
In the event of minor injury there is a First Aid Box in the lower section of the Pond Hide. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 
High Batts Nature Reserve is not staffed and there will be many occasions on which visitors are 
alone on the Reserve. We advise that any visitor coming alone lets a family member or friend know 
of his/her intention to visit the Reserve. Possession of a mobile phone is an advantage in the case of 
some unforeseen event, but Members should be aware that not all Mobile phones will have coverage 
on the Reserve.  
 
The river Ure borders the Reserve. Visitors must keep away from the river bank and should view the 
river only from the protection of the River and Hotel Hides. Similarly care should be taken near the 
ponds and no-one should wade into the ponds. Visitors should note that there is life saving 
equipment provided near the river and near the ponds within the Reserve. 
 

Visitors should not enter the Work compound and should not interfere in any way with any 
equipment left on site. Visitors should not handle any trapping equipment installed on the Reserve.  
 
The Reserve is subject to flooding from time to time. If there is any indication of rapid rising water 
in the Reserve, visitors should leave as soon as possible and advise the Warden of the situation.  
 
There is an Emergency Procedures notice which you are advised to read on the notice board by the 
entrance to the Reserve and in each of the Hides. 
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