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Ripon Park: 

Its history - a tentative outline 

Mike Younge* 

with additional comments by Colin Slator 

 

The origin of the name Ripon Park lies in the fact that this land formed a hunting 
park for the Archbishops of York in the Middle Ages. The land had originally been 
acquired by the Church as part of the Liberty of St Wilfrid, donated by the King of 
Northumbria in the late 7th century.  

The medieval Archbishops of York had a palace on the north side of the Collegiate 
Church in Ripon, where they no doubt resided during their hunting forays in the 
area.  (1) 

A local tradition records that King John (d.1216) sent fish to help stock the ponds of 
the Archbishop in the Park, but this most likely refers to a gift of ten bream by Henry 
III in 1221. In July 1439 Archbishop Kemp of York issued the statement that ‘the 
Archbishop alone has the fishing in Yore where his lands are, and warren in the 
park’. (2) 

In 1320 the Archbishop complained bitterly about poaching in his park (punishable 
by excommunication); between then and 1534 there are several references to the 
management of the park by successive Wakemen of Ripon, on the Church’s behalf. 
In 1516 Miles Staveley and his son were appointed Keepers of the Ripon Park by 
Cardinal Wolsey, the Archbishop of York – the Staveley family continued to hold the 
Keepership for many years.  (3) 

Queen Mary’s Dub gained its name from Mary Queen of Scots who passed through 
the park on her way south to Ripon in January 1569 for a brief halt on her journey 
from Bolton Castle to Sheffield Castle.  (4) 

A Parliamentary survey of 1647 records that Ripon Parks was enclosed in three farms 
with three hunting lodges. Middle Parks farmhouse, close to the medieval 

*This short paper was researched, written and given to Colin Slator by the late Mike 
Younge in December 1999. Mike was an active local historian and knew of Colin’s 
interest in the Ripon Parks.  
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fishponds, was probably the chief lodge referred to in that survey, but by then 
ruinous. The survey referred to many (998) decayed oak trees, and ash, hazel, thorn 
and maple underwood. The Park was well fenced, but all the deer had been 
destroyed, despite the New Park (46 acres) being used for hay to winter the deer.  
(5) 

In 1649 Ripon Parks, a confiscated church estate, was sold to the Lord Mayor of 
London, only to be restored to the Church after the Restoration (1660); Church 
ownership then continued until 1926. In 1907/8 Ripon Golf Club had been created 
out of the southern part of the park, acquired from the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners. (6) 

The estate, later acquired by Harrogate Borough Council, was purchased by the 
MOD in 1994. (7) 

Observations on this paper by Colin Slator. 

1. The Palace referred to here is still in existence as a building. It is situated in 
the parkland just outside the recording area, across the A6108, opposite the 

Middle Parks Farmhouse © Gordon Hatton.  Licensed for reuse under Creative 
Commons Licence 
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Ripon City Golf Course club house. It is now used as a school and for private 
accommodation. 

2. Please refer to the attached map of the ancient deer parks. The mention here 
of a warren is the first evidence of such management of rabbits on the site. 

3. To this day the Staveley family of North Stainley have a family crest centred 
around a stags head. 

4. The Dub is the now dried pond situated on the Bridleway side, which reaches 
out eastwards on Middle Parks; being the only public access entering the east 
side of the Parks. The Dubbs, in the plural, are the combined ponds of The 
Figure of 8 Pond, Black-heaths Pond and possibly Maple Pond all on the 
Middle Parks.    

5. The South Parks main house was demolished by the tenant farmer in the 
1970s. The Middle Parks Farm house is still the most imposing and, with its 
Tudor wing, impressive.  The North Parks farmhouse (viewable from the High 
Batts car park) is mostly cement rendered.  I am sure nearly a thousand 
(ancient?) decaying trees cannot be found on the Parks now.  The well fenced 
parks referred to here would have been all, probably local sourced, timber – 
not wire! The fence would certainly have been constructed of thousands of 
poles, probably oak or ash.  Hooke (2001) suggests that a ‘haga’ was a type of 
pale which consisted of an earthen bank along which a timber palisade or hedge 
was laid.          

6. North and Middle Parks with most of what is now known as The Loop passed 
from the Church of England to Ripon City Council at when I know not. The 
Local Government Act (1972) and associated boundary changes resulted in 
Harrogate Borough Council becoming the Local Authority and the owner of 
the Parks.  Harrogate Borough Council sold the Ripon Parks to the MOD in the 
late 1990s. The MOD have, since at least WW2, leased the land from the 
Councils (with the exception of the South Parks). A few years after 
purchasing the land the MOD sold what we now call ‘The Loop’ to the 
Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and a 70 acre block of arable to a local farmer. The 
MOD still own the Middle and North Parks farms; within this area the ‘Dubbs’ 
are still owned by the Church of England & leased to Bradford No.1 for fishing. 

7. The sink hole pitted area of land at the bottom-end east side of the spine 
road was, as Mike alluded to, sold by the Church in 1907/8 to Ripon City Golf 
Club.  The South Parks was never used by the MOD and was retained by the 
Church of England until the mid-1980s when it was sold to the tenant farmer 
S A Chapmans and Son.  Chapmans eventually sold the 48 acre block of land, 
which the extended area of the golf course and new club house sits on to this 
day.  
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Chairman’s Report for 2017 

Colin Slator 

We had anticipated that 2017 would be a challenging year as we were expecting the 
new quarrying development on Pennycroft to begin. In the event the permission did 
not come through until August with site changes starting in November, but much 
time was taken up in discussion internally and with Hanson Aggregates about the 
site changes which this development would require. Lots of preparatory work had 
to be done clearing the bottom car park and work compound to allow the new 
access to the Reserve. As always Bob Orange, the Quarry Manager was extremely 
helpful, keeping us informed of developments and providing practical help 
whenever possible.  

This new quarry site not only brought physical changes to the Reserve but also led 
to an ambitious long-term project called “In at the Start”. The idea came from 
discussions we had had with Hanson about how we could help to make the new 
development successful, during which we offered to assist with monitoring and 
managing the site. We began planning the project in late summer and in autumn, 
with Hanson’s support, submitted it for the Quarry Life Award, an international 
competition run by Heidelberg International. It was one of 6 chosen to compete in 
the UK. The aim is to involve the community in what is happening on site, using it as 
an educational opportunity to inform people about quarries and biodiversity and to 
encourage more people to work for nature. We secured grant funding from 
Harrogate Borough Council and Hanson Aggregates for a programme of 
photographic recording, species monitoring, public events, and work with local 
schools beginning in January 2018. As the year ended we were deeply involved in 
planning events, recruiting volunteers as species monitors and photographers, and 
building links with local schools.  

Of course the changes on site and the new project not only took a great deal of 
management time but also increased the work of our regular Thursday volunteer 
team.  I have previously written of the outstanding work they do, tackling the 
widest variety of tasks from the routine to the extraordinary, from regularly cleaning 
the hides, to repairing footpaths, to BTO bird surveys, to building renovations. The 
most ambitious and demanding job they tackled this year was the installation of a 
sluice to control the outflow of water from the Hide Pond so that we can manage 
the levels. This was an engineering and construction job which demonstrated the 
enormous range of talent they possess. Not only do they have excellent design skills 
but their ability to think of innovative answers to problems and to recycle materials 
in an imaginative way is astonishing. In late 2017 they began work, as part of the “In 
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at the Start” project, on building a Mobile Viewing Hide, and the refurbishment of a 
donated Portakabin as an Education and Training Centre, whilst others planned and 
created survey routes, and organised the mapping of the site and the installation of 
fixed photographic points.  

Much of the management regime for the Reserve is based on the agreement with 
Natural England under the Higher Level Stewardship Scheme. Although the 
agreement ends in early 2018, the general conditions of that agreement will be 
adhered to in recognition of the SSSI designation of the site. We shall continue to 
have as our main priority the protection and enhancement of the biodiversity of the 
site, and will continue to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of our efforts. Many 
other volunteers besides our Thursday team contribute to achieving our aims. The 
regular group of photographers at High Batts offer practical and financial support 
with the bird feeding routine. Members supported our three Muck-in mornings and 
helped us control invasive non-native species and with coppicing tasks. This year we 
also had help from volunteers from Open Country, a charity working to provide 
activities for those with disability to access and work in the countryside. We also 
provided opportunities for people working on the Community Payback scheme to 
work in regular sessions at the Reserve. We hosted a “Give and Gain Day” by a local 
employer who brought staff on a day’s volunteering, and also provided us with 
some materials for conservation work.  

Of course, the backbone of our organisation are our members and it is gratifying to 
record a 10% increase in membership during the year to over 320. Organising our 
membership records and keeping in touch with members and sorting queries is the 
work of our Membership Secretary, Peter Hills, and we are very appreciative of all he 
does. During the year members received 3 Newsletters, put together so effectively 
by the editor, David Beeken, keeping them up to date about the Reserve and our 
events. We also began regular email updates to those members who signed up for 
this service.  

Our winter programme of lectures and slide shows for members and the general 
public, organised so ably by Pat Rumbold, was well supported and offered the 
following:- 

 Keith Gittens – Dragonflies of Yorkshire 

 Stuart Ward – Culture and wildlife of Sri Lanka 

 Tom Lawson – Travels in Australia 

 Pat Rumbold and Colin Slator – visits to Finland and Norway 

 Peter Bowman – India’s Golden Triangle 

Members attending the AGM also had an opportunity to see “High Batts through 
the year”, a slide show of photographs of events and sightings captured by 
members during the year and showing some impressive photographic talent.  
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The annual Open Day was held on Sunday 22nd October and was one of our most 
successful with 158 visitors, of whom 108 were adults and 50 children. Of these over 
105 were new to the Reserve rather than existing members. We had a variety of 
activities on offer including the chance to join guided walks, to visit the hides with 
guidance on identifying birds, and to see demonstrations of mammal trapping and 
pond dipping. There was also various exhibitions, plus activities for children with 
nest box and bird feeder making, bark rubbing and a quiz trail.  

We continue to welcome group visits to the Reserve. During the year we hosted 11 
visits by groups, a significant increase on recent years. As usual we had visits to the 
Reserve by the East Dales Bird Ringing Group who also assist with the input of data 
from our nest box surveys.   

Species recording is of course critical to measuring the effectiveness of our 
management regime and contribute to the regional and national data relating to 
environmental changes. Records come from members’ sightings, from our own 
surveys including BTO Nest Record Scheme and the Wetland Birds Survey. The data 
submitted is collated, verified and evaluated by our loyal team of Volunteer 
Recorders, and the resulting reports form the meat of our Annual Report. The “In at 
the Start” project will generate additional records, and time was spent in late 2017 
considering the priorities and methodology for the additional survey work to be 
undertaken in 2018, to ensure that the data would have scientific validity.  

Finally having acknowledged the work of so many volunteers I must not fail to 
recognise the contribution made by my fellow Trustees.   

The Trustees met 5 times during the year and we held our AGM on 9th May 2017 
when 3 existing Trustees, Kath Beeken, Peter Hills, and Roy Waite, were re-elected 
for a further 3 years, though with no new nominations we have 2 vacant positions.  
It is difficult to recruit people to act as Trustees as it implies lengthy meetings and 
lots of paperwork. The good governance of the organisation is a most important job 
however, and requires a variety of skills and experience. We have to undertake a 
huge range of management tasks through strategic planning, financial control, 
Health and Safety etc. Two key positions are that of Treasurer and Secretary and we 
are indebted for the contribution to our efficient operation which Kath Beeken and 
Alwin Knowles make in these roles. Similarly Pat Rumbold is our very reliable Minute 
Secretary and general organiser, and with her husband Raymond, also organises our 
bird feed supplies and sales.  Trustees Robert Adams and Brian Darbyshire also take 
on responsibilities as Warden and Assistant Wardens for the Reserve.  

Our tenure on site continued to be a major concern for Trustees, with the non-
renewal of our leases leading to great uncertainty. Now that the Planning 
Permission for the Pennycroft area has been determined we hope that we shall be 
able to re-open negotiations for new leases with our two landlords, Sir James 
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Graham of Norton Conyers Estate in respect of the Reserve, and James Staveley of 
the Lightwater Estate in respect of the car parking and work area. Both the Graham 
and Staveley families have provided support to the Reserve over many years for 
which we are really grateful and we hope to continue those good relationships long 
into the future.  

Hansons are our close neighbour and are immensely helpful to us and I would like to 
send my thanks to Bob Orange the local manager and his staff for their practical 
help and positive support. The Stockil family at North Parks Farm is also our 
neighbour and provided us with all sorts of practical help on the Reserve. Brian and 
Sue Morland at Bellflask, our neighbours across the river help us by sharing their 
species records. 

Finally my thanks to John Drewett, the editor of this Report. This is a huge task 
involving the checking of submissions and sourcing of photographs and of course 
the planning and design of the final document.  We receive many compliments on 
our Annual Reports, and the Trustees are grateful to John and to all those who 
contribute to them. 
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Reserve Management Report 

Robert Adams 

 

 

 

January 

The weather in January 2017 was generally cold but fine, which allowed 
management work at High Batts to take place without hindrance.  The usual routine 
tasks of hide cleaning, record sheet collection and checking of the site for fallen 
branches and safety issues took place each week, as they do throughout the year.  
Programmed coppicing is undertaken during the winter months so as not to disturb 
nesting birds and growing plants.  The area worked on this month was immediately 
south of the Hotel Hide.  Some coppicing also took place in the Silver Birch area.  
Although the bird feeding in the Reserve is carried out by a dedicated group that are 
separate from the Thursday Volunteer Team, the feeders on Ripon Parks are 
replenished as necessary by the Thursday team; typically every other Thursday 
during the period September to April.  Other tasks carried out during the month 
were nest box erection, pot hole filling on the Entrance Track, repairing the surface 
of the Ride with local limestone obtained from Lightwater Quarry, surveying in 
connection with sluice construction, installation of combination locks on the Hides 
and general small repairs around the Reserve.  The WeBS water bird survey, which 
covers most of the High Batts Recording Area, is carried out by members of the 
Thursday team on a designated day each month throughout the year.   

February 

A fairly mild month with inclement weather only recorded on one Thursday, 
conditions being entered in the Work Log as ‘stormy’.  Work on the Hide Pond sluice 
was the main task undertaken by the construction section of the Thursday team.  
The sluice was constructed from concrete, which involved some carefully thought 
out shuttering being put in place.  Clearing the upper reaches of the Hide Stream 
was planned to take place in March so a considerable amount of preparatory work, 
in the form of clearing undergrowth needed to be done.  The fence posts around 
the Barn Paddock were removed, as the access to the new quarry working on 
Pennycroft would be encroaching this area.  Some more nest boxes were made 
during the month and a high level feeding post structure was positioned in front of 
the Hide Pond. 
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March 

Every Work Log sheet for the month had the conditions described in positive terms: 
‘fine’, ‘warm’ and ‘sunny’ appearing regularly , with one entry being ‘glorious 
sunshine’.  The aforementioned ‘stormy’ day in February took off one side of the 
roofing felt on the Workshop, necessitating repair work in early March.  March is the 
last month that we can carry out scrub clearance or invasive tree removal, so a final 
assault was made on the Sycamores, which seem to spring up eternally, no matter 
what.  Construction of the shuttering for the Hide Pond sluice continued.  Some 
pieces of corrugated sheeting were placed in various positions around the Reserve 
to see if they would be utilised by small mammals, amphibians and invertebrates.  
Bales of barley straw were obtained and strewn across the Hide Pond in an attempt 
to control the growth of algae.  Finally, on the last working Thursday, two dumper 
loads of ready mix concrete were obtained from the quarry plant and put around 
the shuttering to form the Hide Pond sluice. 

April 

April 2017 was a very busy month for management work at High Batts.  Throughout 
the month several more loads of concrete were obtained from the quarry for use in 
the ongoing sluice construction works.  Following completion of the shuttered 
concreting on the sluice revetment, work was carried out on the surrounding 
banking, using large boulders.  Some more shuttered concreting work was 
undertaken at the sluice outlet. Grass mowing began around the middle of the 
month and would continue virtually weekly until the autumn.  The monitoring of the 
bird nest boxes around the Reserve began in the first week of April.  The Hide 
screens were painted and the workshop and picnic benches treated.  A hired digger 
and driver were in the Reserve on the 20th, landscaping around the sluice and 
various other jobs.  Two work parties other than the usual Thursday team visited 
High Batts in April.  On the 11th Open Country came and did a number of tasks, 
including painting and filling in ruts in the Ride and around the feeders.  On the 28th 
a team of nine from Carillion were present and did a number of useful tasks. 

May 

By contrast to April, May was a less varied month management wise.  Most of the 
time was taken up with carrying out the numerous routine management jobs 
necessary at this time of year: nest box monitoring, grass mowing, hide cleaning and 
site checking, plus the monthly WeBS survey. 

June 

After a promising start in  spring the weather went downhill somewhat in May and 
by the time we got to June the conditions section of the Work Log sheets contained 
words like ‘overcast’, ‘dull’ and ‘drizzle’.  This did not deter the intrepid Thursday 
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team which carried on with the weekly nest box monitoring, hide cleaning and grass 
mowing.  The sides of the Ride were given their first full cut and the vegetation was 
raked up and taken off.  A large feeder was constructed, to be filled with sheep nuts 
in the hope of attracting Roe Deer to the area across from the Pond Hide.  Work 
began on making a mobile bird hide for use around the new quarry on Pennycroft.  
Some overgrown vegetation needed cutting back in several places around the 
Reserve.  High Batts’ number one problem species, Himalayan Balsam, was high 
enough in mid-June to enable ‘Balsam Bashing’ to begin.  Each week from then on 
this ritualistic killing took place.  On Saturday the 10th a ‘Muck-In’ morning was 
organised, with nine members attending and enthusiastically carrying out some 
Balsam Bashing in the north west corner of the Reserve. 

July 

There was at least one heavy shower on each of the Thursdays in July; work 
however carried on regardless.  Balsam Bashing was the main task, with some 
Ragwort pulling also.  Nest box monitoring and routine grass mowing was 
undertaken each Thursday, with the entire sides of the Ride being cut at the end of 
the month.  The Construction Team were kept busy with work on the mobile hide 
and installing the grilles on the Hide Pond sluice.  The temperature in the Barn Area 
on 6th July peaked at 28.5°C, the highest recorded at High Batts in 2017.  

August 

The vegetation that was cut in July was raked up and taken off at the beginning of 
August.  Nest box monitoring finished at the end of July but the  weekly task of 
grass mowing continued throughout August.  The assault on Himalayan Balsam was 
ongoing, with a large patch in the north-west corner being cut with a reciprocating 
mower.  The corn hopper in the Lower Car Park was raised, to put it above flood 
level, as were several items within the barn.  A new Tawny Owl box was erected on 
the tree opposite the Pond Hide, to replace the old one that was becoming 
dilapidated.  Some work was carried out on the Hotel Hide in preparation to it being 
painted.  On the 30th of August Open Country, the conservation tasks group, were 
at the Reserve, filling in potholes and cutting back overhanging branches on the 
western boundary. 

September 

The Portakabin that is to be used as a base for the In At The Start (IATS) survey 
project on the new quarry working on Pennycroft arrived in September.  To get this 
project up and going as soon as possible the Construction Team concentrated their 
efforts on the Portakabin refurbishment from then on.  The rest of the Thursday 
volunteers undertook some routine management and maintenance work such as: 
painting the Hotel, cleaning out nest boxes, grass mowing, cutting back vegetation, 
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programmed Ride side cutting and Sycamore clearance.  On 21st September the 
wheat for winter bird feeding was collected from North Parks Farm.  Richard Stockil 
brought 12 sheep down from North Parks to graze the  North Clearing. 

October 

There was a ‘Muck In’ day on the 7th October when six members raked up the 
vegetation that had been cut along the north-west section of the Ride.  They also 
walked the sheep from out of the North Clearing and into Hall’s Clearing.  Some 
more cutting was done with the large reciprocating mower, along the Stream and 
around the Dragonfly Ponds.  The Reserve’s Open Day took place on 22nd October, 
so much preparatory work was required: erecting marquees, filing in Rabbit holes in 
the Ride and so on.  The first coppicing work of the winter took place at the end of 
the month. 

November 

Coppicing of an area in the north-east corner continued into November.  The sheep 
borrowed from North Parks Farm had completed their grazing by the start of the 
month and were taken off.  A digger was in the Reserve in the latter part of the 
month, clearing silt from the Hide Pond.  A fallen birch tree near the North Clearing 
needed tidying up.  Coppicing was finished in the north-east corner and commenced 
around the Hotel Hide.  On 23rd of the month the Reserve was inundated with flood 
water from the River Ure; this did not deter the Open Country volunteers however, 
who managed to do some resurfacing work in the Barn Compound.  Other 
management and maintenance tasks included cleaning the kick boards on the 
footbridge and painting the Lower Pond Hide.  The Construction Team were 
occupied throughout the month on refurbishing the Portakabin. 

December 

We finished the year with some cutting back of Blackthorn in the Car Park, creation 
of digger access to the west of Hall’s Clearing, screen replacement near the Pond 
Hide feeders, plus of course all the routine weekly tasks.  The Construction Team 
carried on with their refurbishment of the Portakabin until the year end. 

 

High Batts Nature Reserve could not function without a dedicated and skilled team 
of volunteers, to whom I offer my sincere gratitude.  A big ‘thank you’ to all who 
contributed to the management of this beautiful place in 2017. 
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Of the 54 species of fungi recorded on the Reserve this year, two were species not 
previously recorded. There seem to be large fluctuations in the number of any 
individual species that appear, and I continue to look every year for a relatively rare 
species, Gyromitra esculenta, the False Morel,  which I last saw on the Reserve eight 
years ago. It is known to fruit infrequently and I 
will continue to search for it. Perhaps it will never 
appear again. 

The early months of the year produced displays of 
the more common cold tolerant fungi of which 
Flammulina velutipes, has its own built-in 
antifreeze. This allows it to recover after freezing. 
The photograph, I hope shows the dark slightly 
hairy velvety stem which gives it both its Latin 
name velutipes and common name, Velvet Shank. 
This fungus is found on rotting logs. 

It is always cheering at this time of 
the year to see a flash of bright red 
close to the ground. Each year I 
see a few specimens of 
Sarcoscypha austriaca, the Scarlet 
Elfcup around the Reserve but 
there were some quite large 
displays this year. The best 
displays were in the west of the 

Reserve close to the waterfall which supplies water 
to the Main Pond. This fungus grows on the rotting 
wood which abounds. Although there are two 
species of this fungus only the S. austriaca species 
has been found. 

Just to the side of the Main Ride as it passes the 
Birches Area, a sure sign of the arrival of Spring is 
the presence of the rather ugly, contorted, Bleach 
Cup. Seven specimens were found grouped in a 

 

Fungi 

Adrian Bennett 

Flammulina velutipes 

Sarcoscypha austriaca 

Disciotis venosa 
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circle. Disciotis venosa has its Latin 
name because the folds look like 
veins, and the common name 
because it smells of chlorine, 
particularly if damaged. 

Last year, during Spring, I recorded 
only 2 Morels. During late April this 
year the display of Morels, Morchella 
esculenta, was more spectacular. The 
maximum number of fruit bodies 
counted was 64, and I was grateful to 
those who reported the gradually 
increasing numbers. Presumably the 

environmental conditions were ideal for 
this Ascomycete which shoots its spores 
from tubes rather than having 
conventional gills. 

July saw the appearance of the first of 
the previously unrecorded species which 
was found along the western boundary 
of the Pond Stream whilst ‘Balsam 
bashing’. There were a group of five 
specimens. There have been a few other 
species of this group on the Reserve. 
These fungi are called the ‘Fibrecaps’ 
and belong to the genus Inocybe. The 

specimen which you can see in the photograph is appropriately called the Split 
Fibrecap, Inocybe rimosa. 

DNA studies are very helpful for 
re-designating the Genera of 
Fungi but also create a headache 
for mycologists and naturalists, 
when many new names have 
been substituted for those that 
have been used for 30 or more 
years. An example is the Birch 
Polypore or Razor Strop Fungus, 
which is prolific on the Birches at 
High Batts. The old name of 
Piptoporus betulinus has been 

Morchella esculenta, 

Inocybe rimosa 

Fomitopsis betulina 
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changed to Fomitopsis betulina 
following DNA analysis. 

Polypores release their spores 
through pores on the underside.  
The second new species found on 
the Reserve this year was the Bay 
Polypore, Polyporus durus 
(previously P. badius). This fungus 
was distributed along the length of 
a fallen log on the western side of 
the Reserve. Each individual fruit-

body is of course bay coloured with a darkened centre. 

Each year in the sandy soil of the North 
Clearing and extending past the 
northern boundary there appears an 
attractive bluish-purple rosette like 
fungus. It can appear in large numbers. 
This fungus is an Earthfan and grows 
directly from the soil. There are several 
species but this one is Thelephora 
terrestris and has purple-brown spores 
which are warty or knobbly. 

 

The most common member of the 
‘Shield’ Group of fungi is the Deer 
Shield and we find it at High Batts 
on fallen rotting logs and stumps. 
The cap is a brown colour and like 
other members of this group has 
pink gills under the cap which are 
unattached to the stem. 
Occasionally we see a very pale 
member of the group, again 
growing on wood and this is 
Pluteus salicinus, the Willow Shield. 

Both the binomial and the common name would suggest it is common on Willow, 
but it is more common on Ash, Beech or other deciduous trees. 

With the advent of a moist autumn a greater variety of fungi are found including 
the softer jelly fungi. Every year the curtain folds of Jelly Rot, Phlebia tremellosa, can 

Polyporus durus 

Thelephora terrestris 

Pluteus salicinus 
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be found on the same Birch log on the west 
path. This is one of the more robust of the 
Jelly fungi and the fruit body can be seen 
for several months. 

At the year-end, groups of small fungi 
can be seen growing on decaying 
wood. The more frequently found of 
these are the Mycenas with their characteristic bonnet shape. Most common are 
Mycena galericulata, the Common Bonnet and Mycena arcangeliana, the Angel’s 
Bonnet.  

 

Thanks to those who reported fungi on the Reserve in 2017. 

If any member would like a complete list of the fungi found in 2016 please contact 
me by post or email and I will be happy to provide one.  

Pluteus salicinus 

Phlebia tremellosa 

Mycena sp. 
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Mosses and Liverworts 

Will Rich 

Introduction 

On November 1st, Dr Nick Gaunt led a Harrogate and District Naturalists’ Society field 
trip to High Batts, focusing mainly on bryophytes.  His report and species list are 
below. 

Acknowledgments 
I should like to thank Nick Gaunt for leading the field trip and allowing me to use his 
report.  Thanks also to Nigel Harcourt-Brown for permission to use his photographs. 

 

Harrogate & District Naturalists’ Society visit to High Batts 
1st November 2017 

Nick Gaunt  

Weather: Cool, overcast but dry, light breeze  

Observers: Nick Gaunt, Muff Upsall, Jack Upsall, Valerie Holmes, David Holmes, 
Sonia Starbuck, Kerry Morris, Will Rich. 

We were shown around the reserve by Will Rich.  Following the main path, with a 
detour to the side of the pond (to the annoyance of bird watchers in the hide) 
where there was some Syntrichia latifolia on a stump, we investigated the 
surrounding woodland, open rough grassland with Briar Rose and a gravelly 
calcareous scrape before having lunch in the Hotel Hide.  Later we worked near the 
river and then off track to a small waterfall on the edge of the reserve where there 
were a few semi-aquatic bryophytes. 
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Species Grid Ref. Habitat & substrate 

Amblystegium serpens SE30037641 C Bark 

Barbula unguiculata SE30017650 A Soil 

Brachythecium rutabulum SE30037641  

Bryoerythrophyllum 
recurvirostrum 

SE30067651 D Dead wood (3 soft) 

Bryum capillare SE30037641 C Bark 

Bryum dichotomum SE29987671 A Soil 

Bryum laevifilum SE30037641 C Bark 

Calliergonella cuspidata SE30037641 A Soil 

Cryphaea heteromalla SE29937666 C Bark (Ash) 

Dicranum scoparium SE30047652 C Bark (Alder) 

Didymodon insulanus SE30117650 D Dead wood (4 humidified) 

Ditrichum gracile SE30037641 A Soil 

Entodon concinnus SE29967661 A Soil 

Fissidens taxifolius SE30047652 A Soil 

Funaria hygrometrica SE29987671 A Soil 

Grimmia pulvinata SE29887651 H Timber 

Homalothecium sericeum SE30147649 C Bark (willow) 

Hylocomium splendens SE29988659 A Soil 

Hypnum cupressiforme var. 
cupressiforme 

SE30037641  

Hypnum lacunosum SE29967661 A Soil 

Kindbergia praelonga SE30037641  

Lophocolea bidentata SE30057650  

Metzgeria furcata SE30037641 C Bark 

Pellia endiviifolia SE29787669 B Natural rock 

Plagiomnium undulatum SE30037641 A Soil 

Platyhypnidium riparioides SE29877669 Fr2 Flowing freshwater B 
Natural rock 
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Species Grid Ref. Habitat & substrate 

Pohlia nutans SE30007651 A Soil 

Pseudoscleropodium purum SE29977659 A Soil 

Rhizomnium punctatum SE30047652 A Soil 

Rhynchostegium confertum SE30037641 C Bark 

Schistidium crassipilum SE29887651 B Natural rock 

Syntrichia latifolia SE30117650 D Dead wood (3 soft) 

Thamnobryum alopecurum SE30057650 A Soil 

Thuidium assimile SE29987881 A Soil 

Thuidium tamariscinum SE30017650 Gr3 Wet grassland  A Soil 

Tortula muralis SE30037641 B Natural rock 

Zygodon viridissimus var. 
viridissimus 

SE30067651 C Bark (Alder) 

Hypnum cupressiforme with capsules  

(Nigel Harcourt-Brown) 
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Ferns and Flowering Plants 

Pandora Thoresby & Laurie Reed  
 

The winter was warmer and drier than average, though memorable for a series of 
named storms. 

As ever the Snowdrops Galanthus nivalis  gave the first spectacular flowering display 
of the year. The earliest flower of Butterbur Petasites hybridus was seen in late 
February, along with early Primrose. The Butterbur near the Riverside Hide seems to 
be thriving, despite the large amount of sand deposited by the December 2015 
floods.  

The Reserve supports small colonies of Yellow Star of Bethlehem Gagea lutea near 
the Pond Hide and along the path to the bridge. The delicate flowers need 
protection from Rabbits and Pheasants if we are to enjoy them. There is a large 
colony of Gagea just east of the bridge in West Tanfield where they flower very 
freely as there is no grazing pressure there. 

The next spectacular display in the Reserve was from Lesser Celandine  Ficaria 
verna, set off by Red Dead-nettle Lamium purpureum and a beautiful display of 
violets in all shades from white to purple. 

An interesting rather than pretty sight is the parasitic plant Toothwort Lathraea 
squamaria  which is in decline nationally. The flowers emerged here in the warm days 
of early April  on the very steep western boundary of the Reserve. They can be seen 
easily from the road along the top of the bank. 

Bluebells were early this year, with flowering starting in early April and the vivid blue 
carpet lasting well into May. Early Purple Orchids Orchis mascula flowered well with 
a total of 24 flower spikes in early May, netted to protect them so that they produce 
seed which should eventually result in an increase in this small population. 

The Reserve has some small but important areas of species-rich grassland on the 
Magnesian limestone which support plants such as Carline Thistle Carlina vulgaris,  
Clustered Bellflower Campanula glomerata, Dropwort Filipendula vulgaris and 
Yellow-wort  Blackstonia perfoliata. Marjoram Origanum vulgare  in this grassland 
and along the ride was badly affected by a gall mite Aceria labiatiflorae, which 
caused many flowers and shoot tips to abort and become stunted hairy growths. It 
will be interesting to see if this has any long term effect on this species.  

Along the ride the comfrey seems to increase every year, with Meadowsweet 
Filipendula ulmaria and Giant Bellflower Campanula latifolia flowering well.  There were 
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Pyramidal Orchids Anacamptis pyramidalis in small numbers along the ride, along 
with Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii.  Around 100 of the latter were 
growing amongst the vegetation around the two dragonfly ponds. 

A good population of 430 Thistle Broomrape Orobanche reticulata was recorded in 
July on Ure Bank Meadows. In the UK this species is confined to Yorkshire, and 
almost all sites are in the Ure or Wharfe valleys where they cross the narrow 
Magnesian limestone belt. We will look out for it on Pennycroft, where it has 
occurred in previous years. 

We did not have the usual beautiful display of Devil’s Bit Scabious Succisa pratensis  
in the Silver Birch area this year, which usually attracts many butterflies and 
hoverflies, because almost without exception, the developing flower-heads were 
eaten by Roe Deer.  This is unusual, and may reflect an increase in the deer 
population, or a shortage of their usual food plants at that time of year. 

 

Many thanks to the members who submitted records in 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

Toothwort, John Drewett 
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Large Skipper , Christopher Morton 

Butterflies 

Will Rich 

Introduction 

2017 was notable for the influx of Red Admirals in late September/early October and 
for Purple Hairstreaks being discovered in the oak tree in the car park for the second 
year running.  Otherwise it was an unexceptional year.  Unfortunately, the stand of 
Devil’s-bit Scabious (Succisa pratensis) in the Silver Birches Area, which is usually a 
reliable place to find butterflies, was grazed by deer and/or rabbits and did not 
flower this summer. 

The ordering of species in this report follows the Checklist of the Lepidoptera of the 
British Isles (ed. D.J.L.  Agassiz, S.D. Bevan, R.J. Heckford, pub. Field Studies Council for 
Royal Entomological Society, 2013). 

To avoid repetition I have recorded the earliest and latest dates and maximum for 
each species in a table at the end of this report, rather than in the narrative section.  
It is to be assumed that all records were for the Reserve unless otherwise stated. 

Hesperiidae 

Small Skipper   Thymelicus sylvestris 
There were two records.  Four were counted at Ure Bank Meadows/Hutton Conyers 
on 13th July and one was seen in the Reserve on 25th July. 

Large Skipper   Ochlodes sylvanus 

Singles were seen and photographed in Pennycroft on 16th June and 17th July (CS).  
Lone insects were recorded in the Reserve on 9th and 12th July. 
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Pieridae 

Orange Tip   Anthocharis cardamines 

This single-brooded insect was seen in (usually) low single figures in April, May and 
early June, with a count of “up to 20” on 18th April and a comment of “numerous” 
on 28th April marking the peak. Low counts are probably underestimates, as the 
females are easily confused with other “white” butterflies. 

Large White   Pieris brassicae 

There were one or two records of single insects in the Reserve in May, then no 
sightings until mid-July, when they were again seen in the Reserve and wider 
Recording Area, but rarely exceeding double figures.  However, the field to the west 
of the Reserve Car Park, which was left fallow and was covered with weeds and the 
adventitious remnants of an oilseed rape crop, was very productive of “whites” 
generally in July and August, though most were thought to be of the species below. 

Small White   Pieris rapae 

Over-wintered insects were reported from the Reserve and wider Recording Area in 
low single figures in April, May and early June, and odd ones and twos until mid-July.  
Subsequently, and right through to the end of August, the population in the field 
referred to above increased to many hundreds.  During the same period, 80+ of this 
and the following species were counted in a Phacelia game cover crop near Green 
Lane and along the River Ure.  With the onset of autumn, numbers declined steeply. 

Green-veined White   Pieris napi 
I have to include the usual caveat here, which is that this species is easily confused 
with the one above.  The over-wintered insects were on the wing, with counts of up 
to 10 in the Reserve, from mid-April to early June.  It is difficult to judge numbers of 
the new brood, the above-mentioned possible confusion being the problem.  Almost 
certainly a proportion of the “whites” seen in the field referred to above were of 
this species, though the insects Robert Adams and I examined closely were all Small 
Whites.  There were records of 30-40 of the current species in the Reserve on 18th 
July and “100s” (including Small Whites) on 25th July from the same group of 
observers, but there were no other large counts from the Reserve during the 
summer months.  The occasional insect or two was seen in the wider Recording 
Area (see also above). 

Brimstone     Gonepteryx rhamni 
This is another species where under-recording can be a problem, since the females 
are much less conspicuous than the males and could be confused with other 
“whites”.  It was the earliest butterfly to be recorded, with ones and twos being on 
the wing from early March in the Reserve and neighbouring areas.  Up to five were 
present in the Reserve later in the spring and in early June an estimate of 10-15 
insects was made. On 13th June an observer noted a flurry of activity around a 
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Buckthorn (Rhamnus catharticus) bush in Hall’s Clearing, following which a pair was 
seen to copulate on the ground.  The species was present in low single figures until 
early August but was not recorded again until in late September/early October a 
couple of singles were present in and around the Reserve. 

Nymphalidae 

Wall   Lasiommata megera 

A single insect was seen in the Reserve on 30th May.  The new brood was recorded in 
small numbers as follows: one at the Ripon Loop on 10th August, two more in 
Pennycroft on 15th August and another near the Reserve entrance two days later. 

Speckled Wood   Pararge aegeria 

Ones and twos were recorded in the Reserve during April and early May.  Towards 
the end of May numbers began to increase with 10+ on the 31st, of which several 
were described as “pristine, recently emerged”.  This species continued to occur in 
single figures throughout June but it was not until late July and August that it was 
recorded again, in low numbers.  It continued to be observed both in the Reserve 
(10+ again being the maximum) and in the wider Recording Area until early October. 

Ringlet   Aphantopus hyperantus 

The Reserve’s signature species made its first appearance in mid/late June, when 
c.20 were counted.  Numbers increased to a maximum of 50+ in mid-July and 
declined rapidly thereafter, only odd “tatty” individuals being seen in August and 
early September.  It also occurred in small numbers (10-20) in the wider Recording 
Area.  Like 2016, 2017 must be accounted a poor year for this species, which normally 
occurs in hundreds rather than tens. 

Meadow Brown   Maniola jurtina 

For whatever reason, this species had a much better and more typical year than the 
one above.  It was recorded in hundreds in the Reserve during July, which was as 
usual the peak month.  It was also recorded from Ure Bank Meadows/Hutton 
Conyers (80-100), Ripon Loop (20-30) and the areas immediately surrounding the 
Reserve (c20 max).  By mid August there were no more to be seen. 

Gatekeeper   Pyronia tithonus 

For the second year running, there were no records of this species. 

Red Admiral   Vanessa atalanta 

Single insects were seen in the Reserve and surrounding areas on various dates in 
June and early July.  This increased to low single figures throughout the rest of the 
summer.  From mid-September numbers began to increase and by mid-October 40+ 
were counted throughout the Recording Area, mostly nectaring on ivy, which shows 
the late-season importance of this plant.  Numbers declined thereafter and none 
was recorded after the end of October. 
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Painted Lady   Vanessa cardui 
Two singles were seen in the area immediately surrounding the Reserve on 13th June 
and three in Pennycroft on 17th July.  On 15th August four were counted in weedy 
fields to the west and south of the Reserve.  The last record was of two in the barn 
area on 4th September. 

Peacock   Aglais io 

There were records of ones, twos and threes during April, then nothing until mid-
June, when singles were recorded on a few occasions.  There was then another gap 
of several weeks until late July/August, when Peacocks began to be recorded again 
in low single figures, both in the Reserve and in the wider Recording Area.  There 
were no autumn sightings. 

Small Tortoiseshell   Aglais urticae 

This is one of the first butterflies to emerge from hibernation in the spring. Ones and 
twos were duly observed from early April to early June.  The new brood was on the 
wing from early July. Nine were counted in the Reserve on 12th July, which was the 
maximum.  Seven were in Ure Bank Meadows/Hutton Conyers the next day, five in 
Pennycroft on 23rd July and six in the Reserve “mostly on creeping thistle” on the 
25th.  Subsequently, odd singles were recorded in August and September. 

Comma   Polygonia c-album 

There were no spring sightings.  The first were singles in the Reserve on 12th  and 
18th July, followed by four on 25th July.  Singles were seen in early August but then 
there were no further sightings until a total of two were seen in the Recording Area 
on 5th October.  These were the last. 

Lycaenidae 

Small Copper   Lycaena phlaeas 

One was seen in the Reserve on 25th July.  Another, or more likely the same insect, 
was seen and photographed (CM) on 30th July.  One was seen in Pennycroft on 10th 
August and another near the Hotel on 19th September.  This counts as a good year 
for this relatively scarce species. 

Purple Hairstreak   Favonius quercus 

For the second year running this species was detected in the oak tree which 
overhangs the car park.  Two insects were seen on 12th July (KH). 

White-letter Hairstreak   Satyrium w-album 

This insect is almost certainly under-recorded as it flits about in the tops of elm 
trees, only occasionally coming to ground level to feed on the nectar of flowering 
plants.  There was only one record this year, of a single insect on 12th July. 

Holly Blue   Maculinea arion 

One was seen on 1st May on the quarry track.  This was the only record. 
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Brown Argus   Aricia agestis 

One was seen and photographed in Pennycroft (CS) on 23rd July and a further three 
were counted in the “weedy fields to the W of the Reserve” on 15th August. 

Common Blue   Polyommatus icarus 

A male was seen in the Reserve on 27th July, with two more (sex unspecified) in the 
above-mentioned “weedy fields” on 15th August.  These were the only records. 

 

Records 

All records are useful, but some are more useful than others.  Just putting a tick to 
show that a species has been seen is not very helpful.  Some estimate of numbers, 
however crude, is a much better indicator of how well a species is doing from year 
to year. 
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Small Copper, Christopher Morton 
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Records at a Glance 

Species First Seen Last Seen Maximum 

Small Skipper 13th July 25th July 4 

Large Skipper 16th June 17th July 1 

Orange Tip 5th April 1st June c.20 

Large White 10th May 5th October >15 

Small White 9th April 9th October c.1000 

Green-veined White 18th April 19th September 30-40 

Brimstone 9th March 5th October 10-15 

Wall 30th May 17th August 2 

Speckled Wood 18th April 9th October 10+ 

Ringlet 13th June 4th September 50+ 

Meadow Brown 14th June 17th August 200-300 

Red Admiral 1st June 22nd October 40+ 

Painted Lady 13th June 4th September 4 

Peacock 9th April 29th August 5 

Small Tortoiseshell 5th April 28th September 9 

Comma 12th July 5th October 4 

Small Copper 25th July 19th September 1 

Purple Hairstreak 12th July 12th July 2 

White-letter Hairstreak 12th July 12th July 1 

Holly Blue 1st May 1st May 1 

Brown Argus 23rd July 15th August 3 

Common Blue 27th July 15th August 2 
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Moths 

Jill Warwick 

 

An ever-increasing number of ‘bookings’ resulted in a busy season without the moth 
traps and generators being run in the Reserve or Ripon Parks this year.  However, 
several records of daytime observations were submitted, which are listed below. 

The Reserve list (adjusted to exclude duplicate subspecies) therefore still stands at 
318 “macro” and 198 “micro” species, giving a total of 516 species recorded.  A 
respectable figure considering that moth trapping is now an irregular activity at High 
Batts. 

The systematic list is now presented in the new order, Checklist of the Lepidoptera 
of the British Isles by Agassiz, Beaven and Heckford (6459), which has seen many 
changes to scientific names, particularly amongst the microlepidoptera – not the 
first time this has happened in the world of entomology and quite possibly not the 
last. 

Erebidae 

72.019  Buff Ermine   Spilosoma lutea 

Single on 13th June. 

Noctuidae 

73.015   Silver Y   Autographa gamma 

Singles on 15th and 25th July. 

73.058   Mullein   Cucullia verbasci 
At least ten larvae feeding on Mullein on 18th June. First recorded at High Batts in 
June 1988, the instantly recognisable larvae are unfortunately not welcomed by 
gardeners. 

73.064   Mouse Moth   Amphipyra tragopoginis 

Single on 31st July. 

73.342   Large Yellow Underwing   Noctua pronuba 

Ten on 18th July and three on 17th August.  
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Damselflies and Dragonflies 

Stephen Worwood 

 

While thankfully there was an increase in records this year, there was unfortunately 
a significant drop in the number of species reported; down to just ten, the lowest 
for a great many years.  The missing species are Emerald Damselfly, Common 
Hawker, Emperor Dragonfly and Ruddy Darter. Of significant concern is the lack of 
Emerald Damselfly a species that was once plentiful on the Reserve.  Whilst the 
Ruddy Darter has only had odd records on the Reserve over the last few years, the 
main site for this species in the HDNS area was a small pond on Ripon Parks. This 
unfortunately had Mallard ducklings put on it, that apparently introduced Duckweed 
(an alien variety, it is believed), which formed a dense blanket blocking all light.  This 
killed off all Odonata species and the interesting botanical species in the pond!   On 
the plus side the Four Spotted Chaser was seen after last year’s absence.  For full 
accounts of these and the other species see the comprehensive list that follows. 

The order and nomenclature follows that of Askew R.R. ‘The Dragonflies of Europe’. 
1988. 

Zygoptera 

2. Banded Demoiselle  Calopteryx splendens 
Up to three insects recorded on several dates between two on 30th May and the last 
on 27th July. In the greater recording area, two were at Ure Bank Top meadows on 
13th July. Although only in low numbers it represents a significant improvement on 
2016.    

16. Large Red Damselfly  Pyrrhosoma nymphula 
Just four records this year three freshly emerged on the early date of 18th April; six 
including two tandem pairs on 10th May; eight on 7th and six on the 14th June.  

28. Azure Damselfly  Coenagrion puella 
As significant increase in records over 2016. First were three on 30th May then 
recorded usually in double figure counts; the years maximum was 150 including up 
to 40 ovipositing on 14th June. The last record was  15 on 25th July. 

31. Common Blue Damselfly  Enallagma cyathigerum 
As with the previous species a significant increase in records, first was six on 30th 
May; then recorded usually in double figures up to end July with a maximum of 150 
on 7th June; just two single figure counts in August with a single on 27th the last. 
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33. Blue-tailed Damselfly  Ischnura elegans 
Again, a significant increase in records on 2016; eight on one day in May were the 
years first, then recorded regularly with up to ten insects until the 25th July; the 
year’s maximum was 40 mostly males on 5th July. 

Anisoptera 

43. Migrant Hawker  Aeshna mixta 
Again, just the three records, six on 27th August with two on 19th September and 
finally two on 5th October. 

45. Southern Hawker  Aeshna cyenea 
Four records this year, two on 25th July, a single on 17th and four on 27th August, with 
a single male patrolling the western boundary on the late date of 22nd October (CS) 

47. Brown Hawker  Aeshna grandis 
First reported on 6th July when two were seen, then regular in single figures, the 
exception was 20+ on 25th July when reported as prolific throughout the Reserve! 
The last was seven on 27th August. 

91.Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata  
Singles reported on 16th and 30th May another on 6th June and two on the 14th June. 

95. Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum 
The first record was of two on 18th July, then reported in low numbers, with a 
maximum of just 10 on 17th August until the last a single on 12th October. In the 
immediate recording area 12 were in fields SW of Reserve on 15th August with two on 
Ripon Parks on 5th October. 

 

 

Brown Hawker, Karen Hargreave 
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Other Insects and Invertebrates 

Jim Jobe, FRES. 

 

NRR  Species new to Reserve 

NS     Species new to Recording Area 

Unless otherwise stated records relate to 2017.  This report includes some records 
for previous years where collected specimens have recently been identified.  
Photographs in this section are by Brian Morland unless otherwise stated. 

Ephemeroptera: Mayflies 

Heptageniidae: 

Yellow May Dun        Heptagenia sulphurea 
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 17th May.  Many thanks to Craig Macadam, who organises 
the Mayfly Recording Scheme, for identifying Brian’s clear photograph of this 
female.  NS. 

Plecoptera: Stoneflies 

Leuctridae: Needle Flies 

 Leuctra sp. (?fusca)   

Bellflask, Brian Morland, 19th August. Unfortunately the photo cannot certainly be 
ascribed to species level as microscopic study of a specimen is needed to do this. It 
is most likely the Late Needle Fly, L. fusca, one of two species that are abundant from 
August onwards, the other being L. geniculata which can be separated from it by the 
having a whorl of hairs at the base of each antennal segment (which would be 
apparent in the photo). The other possibility is mosleyi, but that species is 
associated with small stony streams and is quite rare. 

Heptagenia sulphurea Leuctra sp. (?fusca) 
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Trichoptera: Caddisflies 

Leptoceridae: Longhorned Caddisflies 

 Mystacides azurea  

Bellflask, Brian Morland, 11th June. One of the Black Silverhorns, this species is very 
similar to the related M. nigra from which it can be separated by the bluish sheen to 
its wings and the colour banding of the antennae and tarsi. NS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hemiptera: Bugs 

Heteroptera:  

Pentatomidae: Shieldbugs 

Green Shieldbug      Palomena prasina 

One specimen photographed, 17th October by Ken Limb.  NRR. 

Rhopalidae: Squash Bugs 

Cinnamon Bug   Corizus hyoscyami 
Pennycroft, Colin Slator, 15th August. This species has only recently reached 
Yorkshire as it spreads northwards. It feeds on a wide variety of plants so increasing 
average temperature is probably one of the factors causing its presence here. Adults 
appear from August onwards and overwinter so they can be found at virtually any 

time of year. NS. 

 

 

 

Mystacides azurea 

Palomena prasina 

Corizus hyoscyami Grypocoris stysi 
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Miridae: Capsid Bugs 

 Grypocoris stysi (a.k.a. Calocoris stysi) 

Bellflask, Brian Morland, 23rd June. 

Coleoptera: Beetles 

Carabidae: Ground Beetles 

Green Tiger Beetle Cicindela campestris 
Bellflask, ?June.  Brian & Susan Morland found one of these when walking the dog in 
the VC64 part of Bellflask.  This is the first record of the species since one was found 
at High Batts in 1993. 

 Cychrus caraboides   

Bellflask, Brian Morland, 30th August.  This species eats snails (among other things!) 
and their long head enables them to reach inside the shells. 

 Abax parallelepipedus    
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 30th March.  This large robust beetle is instantly 
recognisable. It is reputed to favour shady habitats. 

Staphylinidae: Rove Beetles 

 Lesteva longoelytrata    
North Bridge, Ripon, 5th July, Jim Jobe. This is a very common species often seen, 
like this one, in flight.  NS. 

Lucanidae: Stag Beetles 

Lesser Stag Beetle   Dorcus parallelepipedus 
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 18th July.   This species 
seems to be becoming more common in our area. 
The larvae develop in the decayed, crumbling wood 
of deciduous trees. 

 

Cychrus caraboides 

Abax parallelepipedus 

Dorcus parallelepipedus 
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Coccinellidae: Ladybirds 

Harlequin Ladybird   Harmonia axyridis 

Ken Limb found a hibernating group of this species on the Reserve, which he 
photographed on 17th October. 

Orange Ladybird   Halyzia sedecimguttata 

Bellflask, Brian Morland.  Brian photographed the very distinctive larva of this 
species on 22nd August.  

Pyrochroidae: Cardinal Beetles 

Cardinal Beetle    Pyrochroa serraticornis 

Bellflask, Brian Morland, 21st May. The larvae of 
this species live under the dry bark of deciduous 
trees where they eat other insects and, 
occasionally, each other! 

 

 

Chrysomelidae: Leaf & Seed Beetles 

Curculionidae: Weevils 

Nettle Weevil    Phyllobius pomaceus 

Bellflask, Brian Morland, 28th May. This beautiful beetle is found commonly on 
nettles, hence its older, and more appropriate name: Phyllobius urticae. This 
colourful genus has ten species in Britain, at least seven of which are found at High 
Batts. Most are clothed in round, or in some cases elongate, scales which produce 
their colourful hues by optical interference. 

Clover-leaf Weevil     Hypera punctata 

Bellflask, Brian Morland, 29th October. This predominantly ground-dwelling weevil is 
associated with clovers and Medicago species. NS. 

Harmonia axyridis 

Halyzia sedecimguttata 

Pyrochroa serraticornis 
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Diptera: Flies 

Cecidomyiidae: Gall Midges 

Germander Speedwell Gall Midge   Jaapiella veronicae 

High Batts, Colin Slator,  13th June.  Colin reported large areas of Speedwell being 
infected in the Clearing.  NRR. 

Ash Gall Midge      Dasineura fraxini 

High Batts, Colin Slator,  17th June. This species is ubiquitous on Ash. NRR. 

Nettle Midge         Dasineura urticae 

High Batts, Colin Slator,  29th June.  This species is sometimes called the Nettle Gnat. 
It is very common on Nettles. 

Tipulidae: Craneflies 

 Nephrotoma crocata   
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 18th May. This species is classified as RARE in the pre-98 GB 
Red Data Book. It is an unusually  attractive species compared to most Craneflies. NS 

 Limonia phragmitidis   

Bellflask, Brian Morland, 11thJune.  Habitat: all sorts of woodland . NS. 

Phyllobius pomaceus Hypera punctata 

Limonia phragmitidis 

Nephrotoma crocata 
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Bibionidae:  

St. Mark’s Fly    Bibio marci 
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 22nd April. Swarms of this large fly are often seen around 
the feast of St. Mark, hence its popular name.  There are only 20 British species and 
two Genera in this Family which makes it a good “starter” for the budding Dipterist. 

 

Asilidae: Robberflies 

Kite-tailed Robberfly    Machimus atricapillus 
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 30th July. “Menace with Beauty” would be an apt sub-title 
for this photo! The “kite” which gives the English name to this fly can just be seen 
below its “tail”, actually the male genitalia, in Brian’s photo. M. atricapillus, which is 
scarce in the north, “is found in a wide range of open habitats on reasonably dry 
soil….and dry banks within fens” (British Soldierflies and their Allies, British 
Entomological and Natural History Society; the Bible for these insects). Adults are 
usually found sun-bathing on tree trunks, fence posts and the like where they tend 
to sit asymmetrically, with one side of the body receiving maximum sunlight while 
they await the arrival of their prey on which they pounce, sometimes exhibiting 
some spectacular aerobatics in the process.  Many thanks to Martin Harvey, the 
national recording scheme organiser for identifying the species for us. NS 

 Leptogaster guttiventris 
Swept by Jim Jobe north of the Hotel, 26th 
June, 2003. (Sorry for the delay; I have only 
just found the specimen!). There are two 
species of Leptogaster in the north, the 
other being L. cylindrica which is near the 
edge of its range and which it would be nice 
to find here. The latter has a clear dark line 
running down the top of its abdomen which 
is broken in guttiventris such that it has light 
bands at the bottom edge of each segment 
which are clearly visible in the photo. 

Bibio marci 

Machimus atricapillus 

Leptogaster guttiventris 
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Stratiomyidae: Soldier-flies 

Four-barred Major    Oxycera rara 
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 26th July. NS 

Syrphidae: Hoverflies 

Marmalade Fly     Episyrphus balteatus    
Pennycroft, Colin Slator, 23rd July. Colin’s photo shows one of these on a thistle with 
two Syrphus hoverflies. It is a migrant species which sometimes flies to Britain in 
astronomically large numbers. The two Syrphus are unfortunately not identifiable to 
species from the photo as this relies on seeing the colour of the hind femora and 
whether or not they have hairy eyes. 

 Scaeva pyrastri   
Pennycroft, Colin Slator, 23rd July. This is another 
well-known migrant species which was present in 
larger than normal numbers throughout our 
district this year. Colin caught this nice photo of a 
female on Mullein; his photo showing a fringe of 
hairs on its eyes which are one of the 
characteristics of this species. 

Tephritidae: Picture-winged Flies 

 Terellia tussilaginis  
Bellflask, Brian Morland,  2nd July. This fly is 
distinguished by the attractive brown banding on 
its wings. It is usually found on or around Burdock 
in which it lays eggs with its rather fearsome-
looking ovipositor, each one of which causes a 
protective gall to form around the developing 
larva. NS. 

Oxycera rara 

Episyrphus balteatus, (top)  

Scaeva pyrastri 
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Empididae: Dance Flies 

 Empis livida  
Swept by Jim Jobe north of the Hotel, 26th June, 2003.  Another old record which 
has just surfaced. 

Muscidae: 

 Phaonia rufiventris   
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 31st August.  NS 

 

 

 

 

Hymenoptera: Bees, Wasps & Ants 

Symphyta: Sawflies 

Tenthredinidae: 

Figwort Sawfly  Tenthredo scrophulariae 
Bellflask, Brian Morland,  1st October. This is one 
of the few sawflies that can be identified from 
its larva which is very distinctive. NS 

 

 

Terellia tussilaginis 

Tenthredo scrophulariae 

Empis livida 

Phaonia rufiventris 
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 Cladius (Priophorus) pilicornis       
Swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26th June, 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely det. NRR 

 Pristiphora bifida     
Swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26th June, 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely det.  This is a 
very rare species with only three other Yorkshire records, two from West Yorkshire 
in the 1990s and one from Gypsy Marsh, South Yorkshire. The NBN atlas shows only 
one record for the UK (?Gypsy Marsh). The Royal Entomological Society Handbook 
for this subfamily has only one record: Inverness, Kincraig, 1 female, 20.v.1949 and 
also, enigmatically, “Lapland”. NRR 

Parasitica: Parasitic Wasps 

Proctotrupidae: 

 Phaneroserphus calcar   
Swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26th June, 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely det.  NRR 

Ichneumonidae: 

Ichneumoninae: 

 Ichneumon sarcitorius 
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 30th June.  

Ctenopelmatinae: 

 Opheltes glaucopterus    
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 30th October. This large, handsome wasp is a parasite of 
Cimbex larvae.  NS 

Tryphoninae: 

 Cosmoconus elongator  
A single male swept from north of the Hotel hide, 26th June, 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely 
det.  NRR 

Ichneumon sarcitorius 

Opheltes glaucopterus 
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Cryptinae: 

 Trychosis legator 
A single male swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26th June 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely 
det.  NRR First VC65 record 

 Hidryta sordida 

Two males swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26th June, 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely 

det.  NRR Second Yorkshire record, first VC65 record  

Tersilochinae: 

 Barychnemis harpura 

Ten males swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26th June, 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely det.  
NRR 

Ophioninae: 

 Ophion obscuratus 
Bellflask, Brian Morland, 25th August. 

Oxytorinae: 

 Oxytorus luridator 
A single male swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26th June 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely 
det.  NRR First VC65 record. 

Orthopelmatinae: 

 Orthopelma mediator 
A single male swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26th June, 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely 
det. This species has now been recorded from all five Yorkshire VCs.  It is the wasp 
that parasitizes the gall wasp, Diplolepis spinosissimae, that causes Robin’s 
Pincushion galls to develop on Burnet roses in the Reserve.   NRR First VC65 record, 
21st Yorkshire record 

Braconidae: 

 Cotesia glomerata 
Known as Apanteles glomeratus in older literature.  Bellflask, Brian Morland, 15th 
September.  Comatose caterpillars of the Large White Butterfly are often found 
festooned with the yellow silk cocoons of this wasp.  Adult females sting the young 
caterpillars, then lay their eggs in them.  Up to 150 grubs may hatch in each 
caterpillar, emerging before it reaches pupal stage leaving a shrivelled, empty skin. 

 Chorebus ?senilis 
Swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26th June, 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely det.  NRR 
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Cynipidae: Gall Wasps 

Bramble Gall Wasp  Diastrophus rubi 
High Batts, Colin Slator, 9th April.  The female lays her eggs in the young tissues of 
Bramble which swell into a gall enclosing the eggs.  These hatch into grubs that 
thrive on the nutritious tissues until they pupate.  After overwintering in the pupal 
state they emerge as adults in Spring.  Colin’s photo shows one of the cigar-shaped 
galls  dotted with holes left by the emerging adults, probably the year before.  NRR 

Dryonidae: 

 Anteon pubicorne 

Three males swept from north of the Hotel hide, 26th June 2003, Jim Jobe, Bill Ely 
det.  NRR 

 Anteon tripartitum 

A male swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26thJune 2003, Jim Jobe, Bill Ely det.  
NRR 

Pompilidae: Spider-hunting Wasps 

 Priocnemis schioedtei 
One male swept from north of the Hotel Hide, 26th June 2003, Jim Jobe; Bill Ely det.  
NRR 

Apidae: Bees 

Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidarius 

Bellflask, Brian Morland, 17th April.  This common bumblebee nests underground in 
mammal nests. 

Argiopidae: Orb-web Spiders 

 Araneus marmoreus var pyramidatus 
Ken Limb took the beautiful cover photograph on 17th October.  An uncommon 
species with two distinct, genetically determined, colour varieties, var. marmoreus 
and var. pyramidatus.  NRR. 

Diastrophus rubi 

Ophion obscuratus 
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A Checklist of the Beetles of High 

Batts Nature Reserve & its environs 

Jim Jobe FRES  

It is hoped that this checklist will be of use to present and future recorders of the 
Coleoptera of the High Batts study area which stretches along the banks of the River 
Ure between West Tanfield and Ripon in North Yorkshire and that it will encourage 
more records to be submitted in future. The majority of species recorded here have 
been from the High Batts Nature Reserve itself (species not yet recorded from the 
Reserve proper are shown thus: *) and were made between 1990 and the present 
day mostly by members of High Batts Nature Reserve itself and also by members of 
Harrogate Natural History Society and the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union. Details of 
individual records and recorders may be found in back copies of the High Batts 
Annual Report for this period. 

Part 5: Staphylinidae 

Sub-Family Omaliinae: 

Lesteva longoelytrata * 

Sub-Family Proteininae: 

Metopsia clypeata 

Sub-Family Tachyporinae: 

Lordithon lunulatus 

Tachinus rufipes 

Tachyporus chrysomelinus 

Tachyporus dispar 

Tachyporus hypnorum 

Tachyporus obtusus 

 

 

L. longoelytrata 

T. chrysomelinus 
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Sub-Family Aleocharinae: 

Amischa analis 

Atheta crassicornis 

Microdota amicula 

Mocyta fungi 

Mycetota laticollis 

Philhygra elongatula 

Cypha longicornis 

Oxypoda alternans 

Oxypoda haemorrhoa 

Ischnopoda leucopus 

Tachyusa constricta 

Sub-Family Oxytelinae: 

Deleaster dichrous * 

Anotylus rugosus 

Anotylus sculpturatus 

Anotylus tetracarinatus 

Oxytelus laqueatus 

Platystethus cornutus 

Platystethus arenarius 

Bledius subterraneus 

Carpelimus bilineatus 

Carpelimus rivularis 

Carpelimus corticinus 

 

Amischa analis 

Anotylus  

sculpturatus 
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Sub-Family Steninae: 

Stenus impressus 

Stenus similis 

Stenus picipes 

[Stenus biguttatus: Species previously identified 

as S. biguttatus at High Batts are almost 

certainly S. comma] 

Stenus bimaculatus 

Stenus boops 

Stenus cicindeloides * 

Stenus clavicornis 

Stenus comma 

Stenus flavipes * 

Stenus providus 

Stenus brunnipes 

Sub-Family Paederinae: 

Rugilus orbiculatus 

Sub-Family Staphylininae: 

Othius punctulatus 

Bisnius subuliformis 

Gabrius splendidulus 

[The species recorded as Philonthus atratus in 

1992 was a misidentification] 

Philonthus carbonarius 

Philonthus debilis 

Philonthus decorus 

Stenus comma 

Philonthus decorus 
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Philonthus politus 

Philonthus succicola 

Philonthus tenuicornis 

Philonthus varians 

Philonthus varius 

Quedius cruentus 

Quedius lateralis * 

Quedius mesomelinus 

Quedius curtipennis 

Quedius fuliginosus 

Quedius maurorufus 

Ocypus brunnipes 

Ocypus olens 

Platydracus stercorarius 

Gyrohypnus angustatus 

TOTAL NUMBER OF SPECIES IN PART 5: 63 

Quedius fuliginosus 

Ocypus brunnipes 



51 

 

Lampreys, Fish, Amphibians, 

Reptiles & Crustacea 

Barry Slaymaker 

 
Class: Pisces 

Atlantic Salmon Salmo salar 
A fish seen jumping in the river in front of the Hotel on 18th October and a similar 
sighting at Tanfield weir on 7th December. 

Chub Leuciscus cephalus 

In excess of 100 juveniles of various sizes noted in the Hide Pond in mid-August. 

Three-spined Stickleback Gasterosteus aculeatus 

A Kingfisher was seen taking four fish from the river on 14th August. 

Class: Amphibia 

Smooth Newt Triturus vulgaris 

A single specimen noted in the pond sluice on 3rd April. 

Great Crested Newt Triturus cristatus 
‘Many’ animals being taken by a heron from the Hide Pond on 3rd April. 

Common Toad Bufo bufo 

An unspecified number of toadlets noted at the north end of the Reserve on 6th July, 
and singles or pairs under brash or grass piles at various locations in the Reserve in 
Autumn months. The area near the Barn yielded individuals in early February and in 
late November. 

Common Frog Rana temporaria 

A complete absence of records of this species in 2017. 

Class: Malacostraca 

Signal Crayfish Pacifastacus leniusculus 
A single animal downstream from the sluice on 28th September.  On 20th July the 
remains of 3 or 4 pellets were seen on the ground near the sluice head, containing 
numerous bones of crayfish and in particular the front claw parts.  Thought to be 
regurgitated by a heron. 

Thanks to the Wardens and to others who have submitted records in 2017. 
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Birds 
Patricia Rumbold & Colin Slator 

 
Nomenclature and order follows the BOU British List downloaded 17 December 2017. 

No records of Bittern, Jack Snipe, Water Rail, Common Sandpiper or Short-eared 
Owl were received in 2017. 

Canada Goose   Branta canadensis 
Eleven records were received for the first half of the year.  Two were at Bellflask on 
7th January (the first of the year), at least 20 were in the north of the Recording Area 
on 5th February and two flew over the Reserve on 28th March; all other first half 
records were from the Lightwater Valley entrance pond or the surrounding grassed 
area, where 16 gathered on 9th March.  Four adults plus goslings were at the same 
location on 29th June.  On 20th July, 39 individuals were at Bellflask and six were at 
Blackheath Pond.  Numbers increased during the post-breeding period.  At least 200 
were at Bellflask on 10th August, reducing to 150 during the second week of 
September. No further records were received after this date. 

Greylag Goose   Anser anser 
Although large aggregations of birds were noted in the Recording Area during the 
first winter period of 2016, numbers in 2017 were more similar to those of 2015, with 
no more than 250 at any location.  Notable counts in January were 150 flying over 
Pennycroft to Bellflask on 7th, at least 200 following a similar flight path on 10th and a 
similar number at Bellflask on 19th. Numbers reduced during February and March;  60 
to 80 in the south of the Recording Area on 5th & 16th February & 103 in the entire 
Recording Area on 9th March.  On 4th May a nest was noted in the Reserve. Four 
pairs with goslings were at Queen Mary’s Dubb on 11th May. These were the only 
breeding records received.  With the exception of 383 in the Recording Area on 20th 
July, numbers in July were in low double figures. Post breeding gatherings from 
August included 1000 at YWT The Loop on 10th and 250 flying over Pennycroft and 
onto Bellflask on 17th. At least 100 flew over the Reserve on 21st August and a similar 
number at Blue Cap Wood on 24th.  About 300 were on wheat stubble at Pennycroft 
on 29th. At least 1000 flew over the Reserve on 7th September.  During the last 
quarter aggregations resembled those at the start of the year; at least 200 were on 
a recently planted cornfield near North Stainley on 21st October & c.300 flew onto 
Bellflask on 26th October. Eighty were at Nunwick on 25th November and 300 on 7th 
December.  At least 250 were on a field at Plaster Pitts on 19th December. 

Pink-footed Goose   Anser brachyrhynchus 

Six records were received in 2017 indicating higher numbers seen than last year.   
About 120 were over the south Recording Area on 5th February and the same 
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number high over the north Recording Area on the same day. On 23rd March up to 
50 were present in the Recording Area, mainly near water bodies.  Autumn passage 
was noted on 15th September when 90 flew south over Ripon Parks and in October 
27 were over Queen Mary’s Dubb on 8th.  A small skein, the last of the year, was 
heard flying to the west of the Reserve on 22nd.  

Mute  Swan   Cygnus olor 
Four birds were at Bellflask & two at Blackheath Pond on 5th February, followed in 
subsequent weeks by two at Bellflask, two at Lightwater Valley entrance pond, two 
in a cornfield at North Parks Farm and two at Middle Parks.  Unlike the previous 
three years, evidence of attempted breeding was noted in the year with one on a 
nest at Blackheath Pond on 27th April & 4th May and one on a nest at Nunwick on 11th 
May.  No cygnets were seen at any location.  Post-breeding season numbers 
increased with 23 gathering at Bellflask on 20th July reducing to 20 on 7th September. 
Low single figures were the norm in the second winter period with two at Queen 
Mary’s Dubb on 16th November, five at Ripon Quarry on 16th November and one at 
Lightwater Valley entrance pond on 22nd November. At the year end two were on 
the silt lagoon and two were at Bellflask on 9th December. 

Shelduck   Tadorna tadorna 

Only very low numbers were recorded & only six records were received in total.  On 
5th February a WeBS count in the north Recording Area found only one on a boggy 
field at Middle Parks Farm. On 11th April an observer in the Reserve heard a bird 
calling in Bellflask and one flew over the Reserve on 23rd.  An individual was in 
Pennycroft on 4th May & another on the River Ure at Nunwick on 11th May.   Evidence 
of successful breeding was noted when a juvenile was at Bellflask on 20th July. 

Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea 

One was with a flock of Curlew on a silt pool at Bellflask on 20th July. Note that UK 
free-flying individuals are deemed to be of captive-bred origin. 

Mandarin Duck  Aix galericulata 

Recorded only occasionally in the Recording Area and not seen in 2016, a male and 
female of these showy birds were at Blackheath Pond on 5th October. 

Shoveler  Anas clypeata 
Only one record was received, of nine at Bellflask on 10th August. 

Gadwall    Anas strepera 
Unlike last year, no double figure sightings were made in the Recording Area. The 
first of the year were seven at Bellflask on 5th February during a WeBS count in the 
north Recording Area and on 9th February eight were at the same location. In March 
four were at Blackheath Pond on 23rd. Four were at Bellflask on 10th August and two 
on 7th September.  Two at Ripon Quarry on 16th November were the only other 
records received. 
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Wigeon   Anas penelope 
Although only two records were received during the year, 140 at Bellflask on 9th 
February constituted the largest number of this species ever recorded in our 
Recording Area since formal recording began in 1978/9. This number perhaps owes 
its origin to the popularity of nearby Nosterfield Wetlands where the species 
congregates in large numbers.  The only other record was of an individual on Ripon 
Quarry on 16th November. 

Mallard   Anas platyrhynchos 
Low double figure counts were the norm during the first winter period although 
exceptions included 96 in the whole of the Recording Area on 12th January, 42 at 
Bellflask on 5th February & 50 in the Recording Area on 9th February. After this date 
low double figure counts were noted at several sites with a total of 69 throughout 
the Recording Area on 9th March.  In the breeding season no double figure counts 
were made at any site. Only three breeding records were received; two broods at 
Little Studley Meadows on 2nd April, ducklings in the Reserve on 4th May & two well-
grown juveniles on the Hide Stream on 22nd July.  Highlights of the post breeding 
period included 184 in the Recording Area on 20th July and 21 in eclipse at Little 
Studley Meadows on 23rd July.  With the exception of at least 100 at Bellflask on 10th 
August, 61 in the Recording Area on 7th September and 51 in the Recording Area on 
5th October, single and low double figure counts predominated until mid-November. 
A WeBS count on 16th November found 47 in the Recording Area and 99 at Ripon 
Quarry. On 19th November 15 flew over the Reserve. Twelve were in the North 
Stainley area & 14 at Lightwater Valley entrance pond on 22nd.  Counts of note in 
December were three at the Hide feeders & 71 in the Recording Area on 7th, 26 on 
North Stainley village ponds on 9th. & 28 at North Parks Farm on 28th. 

Teal    Anas crecca 
It is evident from records received this year that Little Studley Meadows was the 
favoured location for this species.  During 2017 it accounted for more than half of 
the 23 records indicating a presence throughout the year, commencing on 7th 
January when 114, including displaying males, were seen there. 77 were at various 
locations in the whole Recording Area on 12th and 34 were still at Little Studley 
Meadows on 13th January.  Numbers there increased to 64 on 1st February & 48 on 
5th.  Also on 5th February 38 were at Bellflask and eight at Queen Mary’s Dubb. 46 
were in the south Recording Area on 9th February.  Only single or low double figures 
were recorded throughout the breeding period and no proof of breeding was 
received from any location.  In the latter half of the year five were on the Hide Pond 
on 23rd July and three in eclipse at Little Studley Meadows on the same day. Sixteen 
were at Little Studley Meadows and seven at Ripon Quarry on 16th November.  
Thirty-six were at Little Studley Meadows on 22nd November and 32 on 7th 
December, were the last of the year. 
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Pochard  Aythya farina 

Only one record, of 21 at Bellflask on 9th February. 

Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula 
Thirteen records in total, with only January, September and December not 
represented. During the first half of the year generally low numbers predominated, 
the maximum being 11 at Blackheath Pond on 9th February.  Birds were also recorded 
from Bellflask, the silt lagoon, Queen Mary’s Dubb and Lightwater Valley entrance 
pond.  37 were at Bellflask on 20th July increasing to at least 50 on 10th August; a 
female & two ducklings were at Queen Mary’s Dubb on the same day.  32 were at 
Bellflask on 7th September, two at Queen Mary’s Dubb on 5th October & 57 were at 
Ripon Quarry on 16th November. 

Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula 
Numbers were far lower than last year and mirrored those of 2015. Only eight 
records were received, some of which may relate to the same bird. The first was a 
male on the River Ure at Ripon Parks on 12th January, followed by a single bird on the 
river at the Reserve on 22nd, although it is not noted whether this was a male or a 
female. In February one was at Bellflask on 5th, and the species noted as “present” 
at the Reserve on 13th. A male flew up the river at the Reserve on 11th April after 
which date there were no further records until the year end when three were on 
Ripon Quarry on 16th November, four were on the Hide Pond on 8th December and a 
male and two females flew onto the river at the Hotel Hide on 9th December. 

Goosander   Mergus merganser 
In the first quarter of the year only low, single-figure counts were recorded 
commencing with two at North Bridge, Ripon and two on the river at the Reserve on 
5th February. As last year, the majority of records received in this period were of 
birds on the river, alongside or near to the Reserve or on the river in the Recording 
Area in general.  Five were on the stretch of the River Ure within the Recording Area 
on 6th March and one on the Hide Pond stream on 23rd March. During May three 
were on the River Ure in the north Recording Area on 14th and in June an adult and 
two ducklings were viewed from the River Hide on 3rd.  No further records were 
received until the year end when one was in the Reserve on 10th November and a 
WeBS count on 16th November recorded 36 in the whole Recording Area, which had 
reduced to two by the next WeBS count of 7th December. 

Red-legged Partridge   Alectoris rufa 
For the second year running reports indicated a steady drop in the number of birds 
recorded.  Of the twelve records received only single and occasionally two birds 
were noted, the exception being two pairs which were seen near the slurry lagoon 
on 11th March.  All but one record came from the first half of the year. The area 
around the slurry lagoon & the entrance track were the favoured locations.  The last 
record of the year was of two on the Reserve entrance track on 12th December. 
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Grey Partridge   Perdix perdix 
Only three records, all in April which may refer to the same birds. A pair were near 
the Barn area below the big hedge feeder on 2nd April, followed by two in the 
Reserve on 5th and two on Pennycroft on 9th. 

Pheasant   Phasianus colchicus 
Present throughout the year at various locations in the Recording Area.  Unlike 2016, 
numbers in the first winter period remained low; no more than 20 or so were noted 
at any location during this time, the largest gatherings being at the Hide feeders.  On 
9th April predated eggs were found on Pennycroft and a female with young in 
attendance was near the Barn on 22nd June.  Numbers remained similar in the 
second half of the year.  Newly-released poults were noted along the west side of 
the Reserve on 24th August. In the second winter period numbers increased at 
several locations and 20 were back at the Hide feeders with “many” others in the 
Reserve on 26th October. In November 30 were at Bellflask on 19th, up to 12 were at 
the Pond Hide feeders on 23rd when the River was in flood & up to 50 were in the 
Reserve on 29th. This number was noted in the Reserve again on 5th December.  The 
last record of the year was c.40 throughout the Reserve & Recording Area on 12th 
December. 

Little Grebe   Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Fewer records than in 2016 during the first winter period, the first being six on the 
River Ure by the Reserve on 10th January reducing to only two in the whole of the 
Recording Area two days later. In February two were at Bellflask & one at Queen 
Mary’s Dubb on 5th, and two at the Lightwater Valley entrance pond on 9th. No 
evidence of breeding was recorded, although two were calling at the Lightwater 
Valley entrance pond on 11th May. There was a single at Bellflask on 10th August, four 
at Bellflask on 7th September, then one  on the Hide Pond and one on the river by 
the Reserve in mid-October. One was in the Reserve on November 10th.  On 
November 16th there was one on the river at West Tanfield, 11 at Ripon Quarry and 
one on the river by the Hotel Hide. Two were noted at Lightwater Valley entrance 
pond on 22nd November and one was viewed from the River Hide on 29th.  The year 
ended with singles in the Reserve on 8th, 18th and 25th December. 

Great Crested Grebe   Podiceps cristatus 
Only five records were received for the year commencing with one at Queen Mary’s 
Dubb on 9th March. The remainder were all from Bellflask where proof of breeding 
was noted on 17th July when a pair & three young were present. Thirteen individuals 
gathered there on 20th July, nine remaining on 10th August. Seven at Bellflask on 7th 
September were the last of the year. 

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 
Records during the first quarter concerned only individuals or two birds, the 
majority coming from the Hide Pond, the riverside by the Reserve and Blue Cap 
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Wood. On 12th January just nine were in the whole Recording Area, unlike 2016 when 
18 were at Bellflask alone on 3rd January. An adult in breeding plumage was in a field 
west of Blue Cap Wood on 24th & 25th January.  In February one was in the Reserve 
and five were counted in the whole Recording Area on 5th .  In April three birds along 
the Hide Stream were seen to take many newts and a Bank Vole on 4th and one bird 
on 20th took and swallowed a Mallard duckling on the stream. On 26th July one was 
seen & photographed at the Hide Pond swallowing a sixty-centimetre-long eel which 
a previous individual had caught but couldn’t swallow.  No breeding records were 
noted.  Between the start of May and the year end between one & three birds were 
seen at various locations in the area; 11 were present in the entire Recording Area on 
20th July. One bird was at the Hide Pond on several dates in October, three in the 
south Recording Area on 5th October, and three on fields at Pennycroft on 26th 
October.  A further count on 16th November found just five present over the same 
locations.  Apart from two on Pennycroft on 18th November, only singles were noted 
during the rest of the year.  Two over the river on 5th December were the year’s last. 

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 
The number of records and the number of birds seen continues to increase year on 
year. One was recorded flying over the Reserve on 7th February. In March a total of 

Grey Heron, J Barber 
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three were in the Recording Area on 9th & one was on the Hide Stream on 20th. No 
other sightings were made until 20th July when two were in Bellflask and one at YWT 
The Loop; it is not known if these were the same three that were seen in the 
Recording Area in March.  One was at YWT The Loop on 10th August. On October 18th 
one was photographed taking a large fish from the river by the Reserve; possibly the 
same bird was reported flying up the river on the same date.  One was in the 
Reserve on 20th October & three were at the Hide Pond on 7th November. 

Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo 
This year birds were noted in all months except June, September and October. 
Numbers remained low throughout and only one or two individuals at any location 
was the norm.  However, six were present in the Recording Area during a WeBS 
count on 5th February including three at Queen Mary’s Dubb.  No evidence of 
breeding was received.  In the second half of the year single & sometimes two birds 
were noted at several sites with six present in the Recording Area on 20th July.  In 
September four were in the Recording Area on 7th and an immature bird was on the 
river at the Reserve on 19th. October saw ten in the Recording Area on 5th, four on 
Pennycroft on 22nd & one on the river by the Reserve the same day. In the second 
winter period most records were of single birds either on the river at the Reserve or 
at Bellflask. Seven were in the Recording Area on 16th November.  One at YWT The 
Loop on 19th December was the last of the year., 

Osprey  Pandion haliaetus 
An individual which flew over the Reserve on 28th August was the year’s only record. 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 
Single birds, male and female, were noted regularly 
from the Reserve during the year.  On 5th January a 
male was seen to take prey from the Hide Pond 
feeders .  A week later one was over Little Studley 
Meadows & on 31st January one perched for an hour 
at the Hide Pond feeders.  On February 5th one bird 
was in the south Recording Area, one at Lightwater 
Valley entrance pond & another at Blue Cap Wood. 
Later in the month a female hunted at the Hide 
Pond feeders on 16th & 23rd.  In March two were in 
the Recording Area on 6th, one mobbing a buzzard 
high over North Bridge and the other at Canada 
Bottom.  The following day one flew over the Ride 
at the Reserve and a male was noted at the Hide 
Pond feeders on both 11th & 28th.  For the fourth 
consecutive year no breeding records were 
received, either from the Reserve or the wider 
Recording Area. Between April & July there were Sparrowhawk, Harry Marcroft 
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only two records of single birds in the Reserve.  One was in the Reserve, one at YWT 
The Loop, and one at Queen Mary’s Dubb on 3rd August, and one near Ripon Golf 
Course on 10th.  In September & October singles were regular at the Hide Feeders. A 
male and female were in the Reserve on 28th September and two birds were here on 
22nd October. In November singles were recorded in the Reserve on 6th & 10th, over 
the west side game belt on 23rd & at the Hide Pond feeders on 29th.  One was again 
at the Hide Pond feeders on 5th December, followed by one at YWT The Loop/Willow 
Garth area on 7th. A female flew over the Reserve on 12th and individuals were in the 
Reserve on 13th and 18th December. 

Red Kite   Milvus milvus 
On 23rd April two flew north over Pennycroft.  One that flew over the Reserve on 6th 
October was the only other record received. 

Common Buzzard   Buteo buteo 
Up to three were over the Reserve on several days in the first winter period and up 
to seven were in the Recording Area during February, with two in the Recording 
Area and five over Bellflask on 9th. Records indicate that, in general, Blue Cap Wood 
and Pennycroft were the favoured areas.  Two were feeding on a dead rat west of 
the Reserve on 11th March, six were displaying over YWT The Loop on 12th, six were 
soaring west of the Reserve on 16th.  On 23rd March a possible ten were in the area, 
three over the Reserve and seven over Ripon Parks. Seven were seen in the 
Recording Area on various dates from May to August; on 10th May, one of three over 
Pennycroft & North Parks Farm was thought to have just taken up from a nest. One 
at YWT The Loop on 3rd August was seen to be carrying prey.  Up to three, although 
usually singles or twos, were seen regularly during August, the exception being 10th 
when four were over Bellflask and three others over Ripon Parks.  A total of 15 were 
recorded in the Recording Area on 7th September reducing to five by 5th October. 
Singles and twos continued to be seen in the Recording Area during October, with 
four over Pennycroft on 21st  and four again over Pennycroft and one over 
Sleningford on the following day.  One was on the south lawn at Norton Conyers on 
2nd November, and one called as it flew over East Tanfield on the late afternoon of 
19th. At the year-end up to three were in the Recording Area on several dates.  The 
last record of note was of seven in the Recording Area on 7th December. 

Moorhen   Gallinula chloropus 
Once again the Hide Pond feeders proved an irresistible draw and in January 15 were 
there on 5th & 12 on 7th.  Six were at Little Studley Meadows on the 7th, followed by 
16 at the Reserve feeders and two elsewhere in the Recording Area on 12th. In 
February numbers at the Reserve rose to 26 on 4th, although after this date  
numbers gradually reduced in the Reserve, at Little Studley Meadows and in the 
Recording Area in general, the exception being ten counted at the Reserve on 2nd 
March.  A well-grown brood was on the Hide Pond on 29th June, followed by an 
adult and one juvenile here on 6th July. Later in July, two broods, with a total of six 
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young, were on the Stream and Hide Pond on 15th.  Juveniles were noted here on 
three other dates in July and August. Nine, including several juveniles were climbing 
the willows adjacent to the Hide Pond on 8th August and were noted eating the 
leaves. Three juveniles were at Little Studley Meadows on 10th August & three young 
were still on the Hide Stream on 15th August.  Eight birds, including six juveniles, 
were in the Reserve on 1st September and three adults & two juveniles on 19th 
September. In October the Hide Pond feeders continued to prove attractive with up 
to ten present on three dates in the month.  At the beginning of November up to 15 
individuals were on the Hide Pond.  Later in the month numbers increased at several 
locations; 21 were in the Reserve & two at Little Studley Meadows on 19th and 21 
were at Little Studley Meadows on 29th.  At the Hide Pond feeders at least 20 were 
present here throughout December, the last count being 23 on 19th. 

Coot   Fulica atra 
Several double figure counts were made in the Recording Area during the first 
quarter. Notable numbers included ten in the south Recording Area on 9th February 
& 13 in the whole Recording Area on 9th March.  Nest building was underway at Little 
Studley Meadows on 1st March with eggs being incubated there on 2nd April.  In May 
a bird was on a nest at the same location between 1st & 11th and three young were at 
Blackheath Pond on 11th.  Post breeding numbers increased in the Recording Area, a 
count of 39 being made on 20th July. In August 70 were at Bellflask and two at Little 
Studley Meadows on 10th. A count in the whole Recording Area on 7th September 
indicated 87 present.  On 24th September two were on the Hide Pond. Four were at 
Queen Mary’s Dubb on 5th October.  The last of the year were 37 at Ripon Quarry 
and one at Lightwater Valley entrance pond on 22nd November. 

Oystercatcher   Haematopus ostralegus 
The species was noted only occasionally in the Reserve in the first quarter of the 
year with two being the usual number seen, although four flew over on 14th March. 
Elsewhere up to ten were in the Recording Area on 9th February and six were in the 
south Recording Area on 2nd March, when four were also on Pennycroft & two more 
on a boggy field at Middle Parks Farm. On 9th March ten were in the Recording Area. 
Two pairs were at YWT The Loop on 12th March & four flew over the Reserve on 25th 
April.  On May 10th a pair seen on a shingle bank below the top island in the River Ure 
was possibly breeding; the following day six were in the whole Recording Area.  
Four were over the Reserve on 30th May & 7th June.  In July two were at Ure Bank 
Meadows & 15 were in the whole Recording Area on 20th. The year’s last was one in 
the south Recording Area on 7th September. 

Lapwing   Vanellus vanellus 
An increase in both the number of records and in the actual numbers of this Red 
Listed bird was a feature of 2017 with several records noting three-figure counts in 
both winter periods.  The first notable numbers of the year were c.80 flying over 
Ripon Quarry and onto Bellflask on 10th January; two weeks later 140 were on 
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Pennycroft on 25th. In February numbers increased again with at least 300 over the 
Reserve on 7th and a similar number  - possibly the same birds -  on Pennycroft on 9th, 
as well as  11 on a boggy field at Middle Parks on the same day.  One week later, on 
16th February, numbers on Pennycroft had reduced to c.100.  This was followed by a 
rapid reduction to just one, occasionally two, on a few dates from March to June.  
Post-breeding numbers increased in July with a return of 65 to the Recording Area 
on 20th and c.160 between High Ghost Wood  and Bellflask on 23rd.  Numbers at 
Bellflask reached 300 on 10th August. The increase continued in September and 
October with approximately 800 on three occasions. Flocks were in the whole 
Recording Area on 7th September and settled on fields at Sleningford on 9th & 17th 
October.  On 21st October a recently planted cornfield at Sleningford attracted of at 
least 1000 birds. 80 were at West Tanfield & at least 50 at Ripon Quarry on 19th 
November. Also in November 104 were at Sleningford & 44 at East Tanfield on 19th, 
40 over Pennycroft on 23rd and c.40 on Pennycroft on 26th.  About 80 flew low over 
the Reserve entrance track at dusk on 2nd December and 200 were on grass fields to 
the west of the Recording Area on 19th December. 

Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria 
Unlike last year when records occurred in the second winter period only, in 2017 the 
species was recorded on 2nd February when two flew north over the quarry plant & 
seven were with Lapwings on Bellflask.  Post breeding dispersal was noted during 
October with flocks drawn to the fields around Sleningford where 27 were gathered 
with Lapwings on 9th; 232 gathered there on 13th October. Flock sizes continued to 
increase there with up to 400 present between 17th & 20th October and an 
unprecedented total of c.1000 on 21st October. In November up to 300 were still 
present on 19th. On the same day six flew over the River Ure at East Tanfield and 
seven with Lapwings were at North Stainley. 

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 
Not since 2007 , when one flew over the Reserve on 8th July, has there been a record 
of Whimbrel in our Recording Area, so it is pleasing to report that after a space of 
ten years one flew over the Reserve on 20th July calling loudly. 

Curlew   Numenius arquata 
Several sites in the Recording Area continued to attract large gatherings with 
Pennycroft, Bellflask and Canada Bottom the most favoured during the first & 
second winter periods.  In general, counts in the early part of the year were higher 
than in the corresponding months in 2016.  In January 42 were in the Recording Area 
on 12th, 12 were in a field near North Parks Farm on 22nd and 130 at Bellflask on 25th. 
During February 100 were on Pennycroft on 5th, 11 flew over the Reserve on 7th &  
234 were in the Recording Area on 9th. March saw c.80 over Pennycroft on 1st, 22 at 
the same location 9th and 50 were in the whole Recording Area on the same day. 
The last large flock of the season was a group of 49 along the river below 
Pennycroft on 14th March.  Between then and the post-breeding period only singles 
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or twos were noted, usually calling, over the Reserve or at Bellflask. On 20th July a 
count in the whole Recording Area found 31 present.  Larger gatherings appeared 
from early September: 175 were in the Recording Area on 7th.  In October birds were 
again drawn to Pennycroft with 98 on 9th, 151 on 14th & 169 on 22nd. A flock of 128 to 
the north of North Stainley on 14th October may have been part of a larger flock in 
the area. Later in October, 17 were on Pennycroft on 18th & 80 on 26th.  179 were at 
West Tanfield on 16th, 19 on Pennycroft on 18th and 73 near Lightwater Valley 
entrance pond on 29th.  In December, a pre-roost gathering on Pennycroft had 86 
present, 200 were at Canada Bottom on 7th and the last notable count of the year 
was a flock of 39 on Pennycroft on 21st. 

Woodcock   Scolopax rusticola 
The eight records received this year, mirrored in general the pattern of 2016 with 
most sightings again recorded during the first quarter & at the year end.  In January 
one was flushed from willows at the silt lagoon on 7th and on 25th five were flushed 
in the Reserve and one was in the game belt at the western side of the Reserve. 
Two were in the Reserve on 13th February and in March one was in a willow garth 
below South Parks Farm on 9th and one in ash tree debris at the north end of the 
Reserve on 28th.  No further records were received until November when the 
species was noted as “present” in the Reserve on 10th.  Two were at the Wath 
mushroom farm on 25th.  Finally, two were in the Reserve, one at the Dyke Pond and 
the other in Hall’s Clearing, on 29th November. 

Snipe   Gallinago gallinago 
Eight records in total were received this year all of which indicated no more than 
three present in the Recording Area during the year with single birds at Little 
Studley Meadows on 9th February, 2nd April & 22nd April and two there on 23rd April. 
On 1st May two were at Little Studley Meadows, although no evidence of breeding 
was seen. Three were there on 4th May. No further birds were recorded until 
November when two flew from High Ghost Wood on 25th and the species was noted 
as “present” in the Reserve on 18th December. 

Ruff  Philomachus pugnax 
This year all sightings were from Sleningford in October. On 9th one was there with 
Lapwings and two were there on 14th increasing to the exceptional number of c.76 
gathered with Starlings on 17th. Counts of this magnitude are more often made at or 
near water rather than on land away from a water body. None were present at the 
site on 21st and just four remained with Golden Plover on 22nd. 

Green Sandpiper   Tringa ochropus 
On 25th August one was in the Reserve, with two here on 6th November also. A 
single at Ripon Quarry on 16th November was the only other record. 

Redshank   Tringa totanus 
Two on a boggy field at Middle Parks Farm on 5th February and one near West 
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Tanfield on 6th March were the only birds noted during the first half of the year.  
Two at Bellflask on 7th September were the last of the year. 

Greenshank   Tringa nebularia 
One at Bellflask on 7th September was the only record received in the year. 

Black-headed Gull   Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
Approximately 300 were in the Recording Area between January and the end of 
April, down on the maximum of 500 last year.  Highlights at this time were c.130, of 
which 99% were adults, worming on a winter-sown field west of Blue Cap Wood on 
7th February and up to 300 in the north Recording Area during a WeBS count on 5th 
February. In March at least 200 were on a field of recently-spread slurry in the west 
of the Recording Area near Lightwater Valley on 11th & up to 300 at Ripon Parks on 
23rd.  Around 60 were noted in the Pennycroft/North Parks Farm area on 9th April, at 
Bellflask on 18th, over the Reserve entrance track on 16th May & on a fallow field 
adjacent to the west side of the Reserve on 1oth June. 25 were over the Reserve on 
20th & 30th July and in September eight were in the Recording Area on 7th followed 
by six over the Reserve on 19th. Numbers increased later in the year with c.30 over 
the Reserve on October 18th & up to 50 with Lapwings at Sleningford on 21st. In 
November a total of 56 were noted between Queen Mary’s Dubb and North Parks 
Farm in the WeBS count of 16th & 72 were at Ripon Quarry on the same day. Low, 
double figure counts were then noted until 30th when 50 were on disturbed soil in a 
field west of the Reserve. Notable numbers in December included 48 in the 
Recording Area on 12th and 80 at North Parks Farm on 21st. 

Common Gull   Larus canus 
This species is distinctly uncommon in the Recording Area, with birds noted only in 
the first and second winter periods.  On 13th January two flew over the game belt to 
the west of the Reserve.  The species was noted flying over the Reserve on 4th 
February although no numbers were recorded. In March two were on a wet field at 
Middle Parks on 23rd and five flew over the Reserve on 30th.  One was over the 
Reserve on 14th October, six between Queen Mary’s Dubb and North Parks Farm on 
16th November and one at North Parks Farm on 7th December. 

Great Black-backed Gull   Larus marinus 

Of the ten records received all but four were in the first half of the year.  In January 
three flew south over Pennycroft on 10th, one was in the Recording Area on 12th & 
two adults flew over the Reserve on 25th. Four in the north Recording Area on 5th 
February & one over Pennycroft on 9th completed records for the first winter period. 
Twenty, including 19 immature birds, were at Nunwick on 11th May & an individual 
flew south over the Reserve on 13th June.   In the second half of the year one was at 
Bellflask on 7th September, two were in the south Recording Area on 5th October & 
two flew north-west over the Reserve on 18th October.  Two passed high over the 
Reserve on 29th November, four were in the Recording Area during the WeBS count 
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on 7th December, an immature individual was over the Reserve on 12th and one flew 
west to east over Pennycroft on 21st December. 

Herring Gull   Larus argentus 
In 2017 records were fairly evenly spread throughout the year commencing in 
February with six in the south Recording Area and 11 at Bellflask at first light during a 
WeBS count on 5th, eight, comprising adults & immatures, flew south-east over the 
Reserve on 7th and one immature bird flew over the Reserve on 22nd.  Two 
immatures flew north over the Reserve on 14th March & five immatures were over 
the Reserve on 21st.  A small increase during the post-breeding period was noticed in 
June when 15 in one group flew south over the Reserve on 10th. Three records in July 
indicated c.20 at Bellflask and two over the bridleway to North Stainley on 23rd & six 
at Bellflask on 27th.  In September two were in the north Recording Area on 7th and 
20, mainly adults, were on a recently-ploughed field at Pennycroft between 15th and 
19th.  Two were over the Reserve entrance track on 24th.  No further records were 
received until November when the last sightings of the year were one on the river at 
Middle Parks on 16th, two over the Reserve on 29th, six which flew to Bellflask on 2nd 
December and a single bird on Pennycroft on 7th December. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull   Larus fuscus 
No first winter period records were received, records beginning in April when five 
flew high over the Reserve on 2nd and two, again high over the Reserve,  on 22nd.  On 
16th May an immature individual flew over the Reserve. During July there were ten at 
Bellflask on 20th July, two there on 23rd, one over the Reserve on 25th July and five at 
Bellflask on 27th.  In August an immature bird flew over the Reserve on 8th, four birds 
were at Bellflask on 10th and eight flew high over the Reserve to Bellflask on 29th. 
September records comprised 65 in the Recording Area on 7th, 300, mainly adults, 
on recently ploughed land at Pennycroft on 15th & 30 at the same location on 19th. 
The last of the year were in October when 21 were at Green Lane on 5 th and ten 
were over the Reserve on 18th. 

Stock Dove   Columba oenas 
In the early part of the year mostly only low single figure counts were made in the 
Recording Area.  16 were on a ploughed field near Blue Cap Wood on 12th January & 
24 were in the north Recording Area (including 20 in one flock) east of Blue Cap 
Wood on 5th February. During March at least 72 were on fields west of the Reserve 
feeding on winter corn direct-drilled into rape stubble & three were on Pennycroft 
on the same day.  Paired birds were noted from 9th April when a pair emerged from 
an Ash tree near the slurry lagoon.  A pair were here again on 1st May & a pair was in 
the Reserve on 2nd June.  On 29th June, two adults & a juvenile were at the slurry 
lagoon.  In the second half of the year there were only very few records of low 
numbers. Three were on Pennycroft & two at Bellflask on 23rd July and in August 
three were in the Reserve & one was on Pennycroft on 15th.  Thereafter, until the 
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year end, only nine records were received. Two on the Reserve access track on 21st 
December were the last of the year. 

Wood Pigeon   Columba palumbus 
During the first winter period counts in the Reserve were in low single figures only, 
but several large flocks were noted in the Recording Area. In January 125 were in 
the Recording Area on 12th & 180 were over Pennycroft on 25th, followed in February 
by 200 on a rape field at Pennycroft on 1st. On 5th February 2000+ were counted in 
the north Recording Area from along the western boundary of the Reserve and into 
North Parks Farm; 200 were still in the Recording Area on 9th February.  On 9th 
March 232 were in the whole Recording Area.  Numbers then decreased rapidly in 
the Recording Area, but increased in the Reserve, with 50 in the Reserve on various 
dates in April & 70 here on 16th May.  On 15th June a nest with two eggs was located 
in the North Clearing & two young were hatched here on 22nd with a squab at the 
same nest on 6th July.  Post breeding numbers increased from July when 60 were in 
the Recording Area on 20th, a similar number was at Hutton Conyers on 23rd July, 
although these were not in a flock and at least four were displaying. 60 were on 
Pennycroft on 25th July.   In the Reserve only low, single figures were noted from 
July until November with the exception of 50 on 19th September.  Three-figure 
counts in the Recording Area at this time were lower numbers than in 2016. On 10th 
August 100 were at Ripon Parks and in October c.150 were west of the Reserve on 
7th & 9th with a similar number in the north Recording Area on 21st. Numbers in 
November and December were similar to those of 2016 with 100 in the whole 
Recording Area on 16th November and 100 in the Reserve and along the entrance 
track on 29th November. Four records in December comprised 50 over Pennycroft 
on 5th, 83 in the Recording Area on 7th, increasing to 300 here on 19th and the last 
count of note was 100 at North Parks Farm on 21st December. 

Collared Dove   Streptopelia decaocto 
As in the previous three years only very low numbers were recorded both from the 
Reserve and the Recording Area in the first half of the year, with up to three in the 
Reserve during this time and no more than four present in the Recording Area on 
11th May.  In July a male and a juvenile were at the Hide Feeders on 6th, three adults 
& two juveniles were in the Reserve on 15th, two adults & a single juvenile at the 
Hide Pond on 23rd and three adults & two juveniles here again on 25th. Up to two 
birds visited the Hide Feeders during the remainder of the year and single figures 
continued to be recorded in the Reserve and Recording Area, with six in the south 
Recording Area on 7th September. A total of five were in the Reserve and at North 
Parks Farm on 23rd November, and in December six were between North and Middle 
Parks Farm on 19th and nine were at North Parks Farm on 21st. 

Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus 
One calling around the Reserve on 10th May was the only record received for this 
Red Listed and rapidly declining species. 
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Barn Owl  Tyto alba 
After recording the presence of this species in the Recording Area on only five 
previous occasions in the last ten years it is with much pleasure that we can report 
on six individual records in 2017.  On 12th March evidence indicated the possible 
presence of an individual in the nest box on a large ash tree in the Reserve and fresh 
pellets were found along a hedge between the Reserve and Blue Cap Wood on 9th 
April. Later in April, the area around a nest box at YWT The Loop indicated evidence 
of use on 27th and a subsequent investigation on 4th May found an adult, a small 
owlet and up to three eggs in the box, with an adult and one owlet still in the box on 
1st June.  Whitewash (droppings) on the floor of the Barn at the Reserve on 30th 
November indicated the possible use of the building as a roost site and subsequent 
use of an overnight trail camera confirmed that this was the case. 

Tawny Owl   Strix aluco 
The first of the year was a bird at the nest box opposite Pond Hide in the Reserve on 
6th January. From then until the end of March eight records indicated one and 
occasionally two birds in the Reserve.  The only other record at this time was of one 
at YWT The Loop on 9th February. Calling in the Reserve continued throughout 
March and April; on some days calls were heard continually during daylight hours. In 
May a bird was in the Reserve, one was calling from across the river opposite the 
top island and one was in the Willow Garth between 10th and 11th June.  On 13th June 
birds called from both the north and south ends of the Reserve.  Unfortunately, and 
for the first time since 2012, no evidence of successful breeding was noted in the 
Reserve and an addled egg was discovered in the nest box when renovation was 
underway on 15th June.  From the beginning of July records reduced in the Reserve 
and in the Recording Area with most records indicating birds heard, but not seen. 
One was at Fox Covert on 7th September, singles were calling from both the north & 
south ends of the Reserve during October and, on 6th October, birds were calling at 
the Clock Tower in Ripon and at Spring Bank, Ripon.  On 19th November the corpse 
of an individual was found on the Reserve access track. In December one was calling 
from the nest box opposite the Pond Hide and another from across the river on 2nd. 
The last of the year was of in the nest box at the Reserve on 18th December. 

Little Owl   Athene noctua 
Only two records were received this year after last year’s return of the species to 
the Annual Report. Two were near North Lees on 21st March and one was calling at 
the west edge of the Reserve on 12th December. 

Long-eared Owl  Asio otus 
This species only rarely occurs in the Recording Area, but one was flushed from 
scrub around Queen Mary’s Dubb on 8th January. 

Swift   Apus apus 
Only twelve records were received this year. The first was four birds over the 
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Reserve, calling, on 27th April.  In May three flew over the Reserve on 16th.  The next 
records were up to ten over Ure Bank Meadows on 13th July, three in the whole 
Recording Area on 20th, 18 flying high over Pennycroft on 23rd and two at North 
Stainley on 23rd. Unlike 2016, when large numbers were seen during autumn 
passage, no such numbers were seen in 2017.  The sparse August records comprised 
four over the Reserve on 3rd, 28 which flew south over Queen Mary’s Dubb on 5th, 
single birds over the Reserve on 17th, 24th and 29th and eight over Pennycroft on 29th 
August. One over the Reserve on 7th September was the last of the year. 

Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis 
In the first six months of the year one, occasionally two, were seen regularly at the 
Hide Pond, along the Hide Stream and on the river at the Reserve with both males 
and females identified. In addition, one was at YWT The Loop on 12th March.  On 17th 
March one in the Reserve was seen to take a newt, thought by the observer to be a 
Great Crested Newt.  In June a juvenile was at the Hide Pond on 2nd and on 29th an 
adult caught two fish near the Pond Hide, using a nearby seed feeding tray on which 
to stun them. A juvenile was again at the Hide Pond on 25th July and from late July 
and into August up to three birds were seen regularly in the Reserve, with one in 
the Reserve and two flying upstream along the river at the Reserve on 27th July. Up 
to three individuals were in the Reserve again on 24th August.  From then until the 
year end one or two were regular, usually on the Hide Pond Stream or from the 
River Hide, with the last of the year being one in the Reserve and one in the 
Recording Area on 7th December and one in the Reserve on 18th December. 

Green Woodpecker   Picus viridis 
An increasingly frequently reported species, especially from the Norton Conyers, 
Bellflask and Reserve area; from these sites noted in every month apart from 
January. Most often noted as ‘yaffling’ (calling); on only two dates were more than 
two reported – thus, three on 23rd and 25th July.  No indication of breeding, not even 
any reports of the streaky juveniles so easily differentiated from adults. Elsewhere 
within the Recording Area singles noted from the YWT Ripon Loop and the nearby 
Hutton Mill Deep and in Little Studley Meadow. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker   Dendrocopus major 
Recorded almost daily from the Reserve. Up to five birds were noted in the Reserve 
on many dates during the first half of the year with one, possibly two, broods on the 
wing during June. Drumming birds were noted at the south end of the Recording 
Area by mid-January and outside the Reserve from Low Batts, Blue Cap Wood & 
Norton Mills. Seven were in the Recording Area on 6th March & five on 11th 
November.  

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dryobates minor 
The species continues to occur in extremely low numbers in the Recording Area, 
and for the second year running it is pleasing to record the species again after its 
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total absence from our records in 2015. This year “drumming”, likely to have been 
produced by a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, was heard at the north end of the 
Reserve on 28th March, although the bird was not seen. Frequent “drumming” was 
heard again on 10th May along the bank side at Low Batts. Unfortunately, no 
evidence of breeding was noted. One at North Stainley on 8th July was the only 
other record. 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 

One or two recorded from throughout the Recording Area on many dates in most 
months other than May and June (when singles on only one date per month).   
Suspected of breeding in the regular nest site high up in a broken poplar limb, in the 
North Clearing. At this site a pair were present on 22nd April but no young were ever 
seen on the wing.  

Hobby  Falco subbuteo 

The first summer bird was over the Reserve on 23rd July. A bird was almost daily over 
Bellflask around this time for nearly two weeks. During August, singles were over 
Middle Parks on 23rd and 5th and also, just west of the Reserve, on 29th. 

Peregrine Falco peregrinus 

A large female was watched and photographed by members of the HDNS on Ripon 
Parks on 19th December. The bird was perched on a fence post in the open for some 
time before flying off toward YWT Ripon Loop.  

Magpie   Pica pica 

A common sedentary species throughout the Recording Area. Usually noted in low 
single figures but maxima of 14 (Reserve) on 12th January, seven (south of the 
Recording Area) on 9th February and 20 (throughout the Recording Area) on 23rd 
July. This last may indicate a good breeding season, but there was no specific record 
of any juveniles. 

Jay Garrulus glandarius 

Single birds recorded on three or four dates during every month from (mainly) 
Ripon Parks and the Reserve & its surrounds. Two were reported from the Reserve 
on 23rd February and 22nd June. During November singles were noted at Little 
Studley Meadow on 13th, Sloe Wood on 25th and Bellflask on 29th.  

Jackdaw  Corvus monedula 

A common resident throughout the Recording Area. During the first half 20 to 50 
were frequent in the mid-Recording Area with a maximum of 80 on 1st February.  The 
late spring and summer flocks of ten to thirty were frequently noted, increasing to 
60 on the Slurry Lagoon muck heaps on 25th July. By mid-November there were 
some large pre-roost gatherings especially around the tall hardwoods of Norton 
Conyers where 300 were present on 19th November and 500 on 25th.  
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Rook Corvus frugilegus 

A numerous resident breeding species. Birds were back at the Reserve rookery by 
early February; the main rookery (near the waterfall) was less active this year; two 
much smaller colonies are in the north boundary poplars and also in the Ashes and 
oaks near the quarry weighbridge – both seem to be increasing in size. Away from 
the aforementioned nest sites five other rookeries were found – two within the 
Recording Area and three on the boundary.  From the wider Recording Area ten to 
seventy birds were noted on numerous dates during the first half. By July 300 were 
on stubble fields in Sleningford on 15th and 200 likewise on North Parks Farm on 
22nd; 300 were throughout the Recording Area the next day. Some large pre-roost 
gatherings take place, especially during the late winter period: 200 and 500 were in 
the Norton Conyers area on 19th and 25th November respectively. 

Carrion Crow   Corvus corone 

Another common and widespread corvid but usually less numerous than the 
previous two species. Some monthly maxima, all from the wider Recording Area, 
were – 19 on 12th January, 20 on 9th February, 26 on 9th March, 13 on 11th May, 36 on 
20th July, 100 on 5th October, 57 on 16th November and 173 on 7th December.  

Goldcrest Regulus regulus 

A welcome increase in records of this 
diminutive species. Reported every month 
except May and July, albeit with but one 
June record - the majority of records from 
the Reserve. Usually only one or two birds 
reported at any one time, but four in the 
south end of the Recording Area on 9th 
February. No proof of breeding. 

Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus 

By far the most abundant tit species in the 
area and reported daily. The reserve feed 
stations ‘maintain’ a large population. In the 
late winter period, it is not generally known 
that this species is, like the Hawfinch, prone 
to large scale irruptions/immigration. Perrins 
(NN British Tits 1979) stated that ‘continental 

birds wander more widely  and, especially in winters of food shortage, may move 
considerable distances. At these times they may come to Britain in large numbers ….. 
where they do not normally  breed. The British population is almost sedentary with 
only 5% of a given population moving more than ten miles. But evidence suggests that 
at least some of these (continental)  birds return back in the spring’  Ringing in the 
Reserve may show that some of the caught birds are larger and brighter, as per the 

Goldcrest, Harry Marcroft 
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Continental birds?  During both winter periods many estimates and counts were 
conducted at the Reserve feeders resulting in 50 on 31st January, 60 on 2nd February, 
decreasing to 40 later in the month & 30 on 14th March. During the summer, 
numbers again started to increase with many juveniles noted among the 20 on 29th 
June & 30 on 8th August. Twenty were noted on many dates through the late winter 
with peaks of 80 on 21st October & 50 on 5th December.  Away from the Reserve and 
feeders, the 2017 maximum of 100 were counted in the northern half of the 
Recording Area (Reserve to West Tanfield) on 5th February. A full Recording Area 
winter population estimate must start in the low hundreds.       

Great Tit Parus major 
This species, nearly twice the size of the previous, is usually less abundant. A bird of 
open broadleaved deciduous woodland it frequently breeds at a density of about 
one pair per two acres; densities in excess of this are occasionally recorded. Given 
that the High Batts is 32 acres with plenty of suitable habitat, augmented by 
numerous nest boxes, it will be interesting to compare the years EDRG nest box pulli 
ringing details and future planned BTO breeding bird survey work, to get an idea of 
the Reserve breeding density. Counts of this species, usually centred around the 
Reserve feed stations, were high this year, especially during the winter periods. 
Monthly maxima were – 20 in January (7th), 30 in February (on several dates to the 
month end), 40 in March (21st, and noted as the most common tit on this date by 
one group of observers), 20 in August (mainly juveniles on 8th), 30 in October (18th) 
& on several dates to the year end. During the breeding season the Reserve was said 
to be ‘alive’ with adults and juveniles on 30th May. 

Coal Tit  Periparus ater 
Apart from two breeding records, all other records came from the Reserve. The 
breeding records were of a bird carrying nest material into a wall at Wath on 23rd 
March and a nest with eight eggs near the Slurry Lagoon on 27th April. From the 
Reserve mostly recorded from the feed station sites almost daily, albeit with few 
records in May and June; generally one to five noted, but the records of 10 on 7 th 
February, 29th November, 5th and 12th December were the exceptions.  

Marsh Tit Poecile palustris 

Almost daily from the Reserve albeit few records in May and June. Most records 
were of birds at the feeders. It is difficult to get a real estimate of the Reserve 
population and surrounding riparian woodland. The numerous records of one to five 
at the feeders were usually dwarfed by anyone/group prepared to walk around the 
Reserve looking and listening for the species – such observers noted far greater 
numbers, for example (including the feeders) – 10 on 7th and 22nd February, 20 on 7th 
March or 15 (many calling) on 21st; during the late winter period 10 to 15 were noted 
on several dates from late November to the year end.  No evidence of breeding 
noted. 
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Skylark   Alauda arvensis 

One in Pennycroft on 5th January, thereafter one to three were noted from mid-
March to late July, usually singing over Pennycroft & the nearby fields immediately 
west of the Reserve, on several dates each month. Away from this area two were 
near North Lees on 20th April & one on 22nd July. One also, on YWT Ripon Loop on 
11th May. Autumn records were disappointingly few with only two over the Reserve 
on 21st September, four on 28th and four in Pennycroft on 5th October.    

Sand Martin    Riparia riparia 

The first record of the season was 30 over Pennycroft on 2nd April, followed by 90 
throughout the Recording Area on 6th and 40 in Sleningford on 22nd. It seemed to 
have been a good spring arrival which was reflected by the number of birds at the 
river-side nest sites at Ure Bank, YWT Ripon Loop and Sleningford (2 sites) on 11th 
May, when during a WeBS count, up to 400 birds were logged.  Numbers quickly 
dwindled thereafter – although single figures were regular the only exceptions 
were 166 in the Recording Area on 20th July and 20 over Pennycroft on 23rd, 50 over 
Bellflask on 10th August and low single figures to the month end with the last, two, 
over the Reserve on 7th to 14th September.   

Swallow   Hirundo rustica 

Four were back at the Barn (lower car park) on 2nd April. These four were in the area 
throughout April with only five at North Parks Farm on 1st May. Just six were in the 
entire Recording Area on 11th May, which is really disappointing, and worrying. The 
Barn pair reared two broods and attempted a third. It was not until mid-July that 
any double figure counts were made, when 44 were in the Recording Area on 20th. 
20 to 40 were over the Ripon Parks and south end of the Reserve on several dates 
in late July and throughout August and September. The last were four over Ripon 
Parks (The Dubb) on 19th October. 

House Martin  Delichon urbicum 

Not noted during the spring – the first was a single over the Reserve on 29th June! 
Two were over Bellflask on 15th July with 23 over North Parks Farm yard on 23rd – 
from this latter site numbers built up, on the overhead cables with Swallows, 
throughout August increasing to 50 on 24th and 80 on 29th. Over the adjacent 
Pennycroft 200 were present on 7th September declining to 30 on 21st and with 15, 
the last, on 22nd October. 

Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus 

Resident breeding species at the Reserve and probably throughout the Recording 
Area too. At least three pairs suspected of breeding in the Reserve with others in 
Sike Wood and Sleningford. Almost daily records during the two winter periods at 
the Reserve when birds were easily observed at the feed stations and roving groups 
were throughout the site.  There were only four records during May and June, but 
these did include two separate family parties totalling ten birds roaming the site. 
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There were few small flocks from early summer until ten birds were in the Reserve 
on 7th November and three parties totalling 20 plus birds on 19th. It was interesting 
to note that the low single figures of birds using the fish scrap feeders during the 
late winter period, were always the last species to feed and depart to roost, on most 
occasions arriving at last light and only leaving when it was nearly dark. A Robin was 
their only companion at this time.  

Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 

Fifty-three were singing throughout the Recording Area on 6th April with six in the 
Reserve on 28th.  One to six were in the Reserve throughout the spring until early 
June, but only one was still singing to 15th July. Up to seven were in front of the 
Pond Hide on 25th July. Outside of the Reserve, 19 were in the Recording Area on 11th 
May, 43 were caught and ringed by the EDRG on Ripon Parks over the weekend 
5th/6th August and six were at Bellflask on 10th. Two were reported at the Reserve 
feeders with a tit flock on 19th September & two were singing mid to late 
September. EDRG caught and ringed a further 23 on Ripon Parks on 30th September 
and three on 8th October. Some of the counts and ringing totals for this species are 
exceptional for an inland site. 

Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 

Four were singing at YWT Ripon Loop on 6th April with one other in the Recording 
Area on this date. Two or three were singing in the Reserve in April, increasing to 15 
on 16th May and regarded as the most common migrant on this date. Singing birds  
had decreased to eight by the month end, but two were still singing on 13th June. 
Five were observed from the Pond Hide on 25th July (c.f. Chiffchaff). A trapping 
session by EDRG on Ripon Parks over the weekend 5th/6th August caught 73 birds 
with a further seven in Bellflask on 10th.  

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 

Six were in the Reserve on 2nd April with four in the Recording Area on 6th.  Ten were 
in the Reserve by 25th and on 27th up to 20 were in the Fox Covert/Dubbs area. On 11th 
May there were 22 throughout the Recording Area.  Up to 15 in the Reserve on 30 th. 
Thereafter, through June and July, between one & four were in the Reserve on 
many dates. EDRG caught 12 on Ripon Parks over the weekend 5th/6th August and a 
single on 23rd November.  

Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin 

One in the Reserve on 29th April & two on 16th May – thereafter one or two reported 
singing on eight dates to 22nd June. Single singing birds also noted from Low Batts 
and Green Lane Ponds in early May. One in the south end of the Reserve on 25th July. 
In August, two were trapped and ringed in Ripon Parks over the weekend 5th/6th and 
a further two were in Bellflask on 10th. 
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Long-tailed Tit, Harry Marcroft 

Chiffchaff, Harry Marcroft 
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Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca 

Singles at both ends of the Recording Area on 11th May.  One singing near the 
Reserve Barn on 18h May. One trapped by the EDRG on Ripon Parks over the 
weekend 5th/6th August. 

Common Whitethroat   Sylvia communis 

One in the Reserve on 20th, 23rd & 28th April.  Singles near the Barn on 4th May and at 
West Tanfield and North Bridge, Ripon on 11th. The only June record was of a pair 
carrying food on the riverside near the Dragonfly Ponds on 13th. Two were in Green 
Lane (Middle Parks Farm) on 20th July.  Seven in & just west of the Reserve on 23rd 
July. Two were watched from the Reserve Pond Hide on 25thJuly. Breeding was 
proven in Bellflask at the month end. Four were trapped by the EDRG on Ripon 
Parks over the weekend 5th/6th August and two were watched on 10th.  Toward the 
month end in the Reserve, two were present on 25th & one on 28th. Two late birds 
were alongside the Reserve/North Stainley Bridleway on 13th October.  

Sedge Warbler   Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

A single bird in Bellflask on 20th July and 10th August. 

Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

One was singing from the Dragonfly Ponds (north) on  18th May & 1st June; two were 
singing 22nd. In the Reserve a bird sang from the small reed patch in the stream bed 
on 1st & 22nd June.  At Bellflask three were singing on 20th July & nine on 10th August.     

Nuthatch Sitta europaea 

Noted regularly at the Reserve, especially from the feeders, including during the 
summer months. The high number of territorial birds, a feature of the Reserve in 
recent years, now seems to have levelled off; just one or two birds were noted 
throughout the year. The maximum count from the whole Recording Area was 
seven on 6th March. An adult brought a juvenile to the Reserve feeders on 13th June. 

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris  
A single in a Palace Road garden & and two birds at the Lightwater Pond area on 5 th 
February were the only records away from the Reserve. A total of 27 bird/days were 
noted in 2017 with a slight paucity of records during early summer. At least one bird 
was regular at the Pond Hide feeders in late winter and had a relish for fish scraps! 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 

Reported almost daily from the Reserve with six to eight recorded on many dates, 
usually singing, especially through the spring period. Some good counts were made 
within the Recording Area on survey days; 17 on 6th March, 15 on 11th May, 16 on 20th 
July and 23 on 7th December. 

Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 

The large grass ‘parkland’ of North Parks Farm attracted up to 300 on 7th January 
and 200 on 5th February. There were counts in low double figures of birds over the 
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Reserve daily during this period. On 11th May a full Recording Area survey by six 
observers only recorded six birds. By mid-July up to 10,000 were in the Bellflask 
reedbeds with 5,000 going to roost on 10th August.  The roost built up massively 
with up to 100,000 on 13th November.  Astonishingly, only three days later just 19 
were counted in the Recording Area and ten came into the Bellflask roost. This rapid 
decline was attributed to the reeds being flattened by the weight of birds & to 
quarry restoration works disturbing the birds with noise & lights.  Towards the end 
of the year 2,000 were back on Ripon Parks, mainly on North Parks Farm grassland. 

Dipper Cinclus cinclus 

All records were of single birds from the river upstream between the Reserve & 
West Tanfield; on 4th and 5th February, 9th March, 16th November and 7th December. 
No evidence of breeding from the Sleningford area. 

Blackbird Turdus merula 

Throughout the Recording Area a thriving and widely distributed resident 
population, swelled in winter by presumed Continental birds. At the Reserve during 
the first winter period 20 were recorded on several dates; there was a maximum of 
35 on 25th January, declining to ten by mid-April.  Eight to ten were recorded on 
single dates in late June & July. Outside the Reserve 60 were in the wider Recording 
Area on 5th February, 46 on 9th, 37 on 6th March and 25, just west of the Reserve, on 
9th.  Up to 22 were in the Recording Area on 22nd April & 11th May and 32 on 20th July. 
53 were in the Recording Area on 16th November, when 20 were in the Bellflask/
Badger Bank area alone. In December 20 were in the Reserve on two dates & within 
the Recording Area on two further dates.    

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris 

About 110 were in the Recording Area on 12th January, 450 in the top end of the 
Recording Area between the Reserve & West Tanfield on 9th February, 30 on North 
Parks Farm on 16th February and 20 on Middle Parks Farm on 9th March. Few were in 
or around the Reserve during the first winter period with the exception of 50 
passing over on 20th March. One on Ure Bank, Ripon on 5th October was the first 
autumn bird, followed by two just west of the Reserve on 9th.  Disappointingly no 
noticeable large scale immigration of Scandinavian birds took place. Eighty in the 
Badger Bank area on 25th November was the maximum to the year end.     

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 

Recorded in low single figures throughout the year from the Reserve, where at least 
two pairs bred. In the wider Recording Area four were singing near Sleningford on 
5th February, eight throughout on 9th March, seven on 11th May & 5 on 20th July. 

Redwing   Turdus iliacus 

Up to 150 were in and around the Reserve in early January, which proved to be the 
early winter peak for this site; elsewhere 130 were in Ripon Parks on 5th February. 
Forty were in Hutton Mill Deep on 12th March with the last (two) for the early winter 
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period in the Reserve on 21st. In contrast to its larger migrant ‘partner’ this species 
had something of a better autumn return migration, only observed by EDRG on the 
Ripon Parks; they noted from this area 20 (including six trapped and ringed) on 8th 
October and over 1000 (55 caught and ringed) on 18th. From the Reserve during the 
same month nine were present on 9th with 30 on 19th, over 100 on 21st and 200 next 
day, declining to 150 by the month end; around 100 fed on hawthorn berries during 
late November.  To the year end, 150 were on North Parks Farm grassland.    

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 

Six were on a winter corn field adjacent to Blue Cap Wood on 24th January & four in 
the same area on 5th February. A pair was feeding young at the nest in the Little 
Studley Caravan Park on 22nd April. Widely scattered, low single figure counts 
throughout the year from such areas as Sleningford, North Stainley, Hutton Conyers 
& edge of Ripon.  An incredible autumn gathering of birds took place on the large 
grassland areas of Middle Parks Farm, especially in the Green Lane / Dubb area, 
during early August. A maximum of 90 birds were counted during this period. On 3rd 
August several small groups (six to ten birds) were mixing with Starlings and flying 
out in a direct southerly direction, over a period of about 30 minutes. It’s interesting 
to speculate from where these birds originated. It would seem highly likely that 
these Ripon Parks birds are of British origin. The species is well known to form post 
breeding flocks. There is some evidence of visible early autumn migration in the 
County (still birds of British origin?). On the other hand, during the late autumn/early 
winter period there is convincing evidence of Continental immigration (BWP, 
Migration Atlas 2002 Wernham et al and Yorkshire Bird Report 2013). 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 

Three at Bellflask on 20th July where a pair reared two young. Four were in the North 
Parks Farm / Lightwater area on 5th & 6th August. Two were present at the Reserve 
on 21st & 24th August & four on 25th;  these records might relate to the same birds. 

Robin  Erithacus rubecula 

Recorded throughout the year from a wide variety of sites within the Recording 
Area; early year full Recording Area survey days produced counts of 30 on 5th &  16th 
February, 16 on 6th March, 12 (on the west side only) on 9th and 19 on 11th May.  At the 
Reserve four to ten were counted (mostly recorded as singing) on numerous dates 
during the first half, and a brood was observed on the wing on 29th June. The 
autumn/early winter maximum for the Reserve was only seven on 19th November, 
though a full Recording Area count of 50 was made during early September.  

Redstart    Phoenicurus phoenicurus 

Two superb males were singing in the North Parks Farm / Lightwater area from early 
May through to early June. No proof of breeding. 

Stonechat Saxicola rubetra 

On 9th March a male in the Green Lane game crop and a female at YWT Ripon Loop.  
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Dunnock   Prunella modularis 

A thinly populated but widely distributed species in the Recording Area, but 
probably under recorded. For example full Recording Area counts produced maxima 
of five on 12th January & 9th March and six on 3rd August. Thought to have bred in the 
Reserve as young were recorded on the wing on 29th June.  

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 

From mid-January to late April up to four birds were present around the Barn and in 
the south end of the Reserve, at the feeders; two males were caught here by EDRG 
on 23rd April. The main population centres in the Recording Area are, unsurprisingly 
for the species, from near human habitation; for example, 11 were in the Little 
Studley / River View area on 6th March, 30 and 60 at Nunwick (gritting on the 
roadside) on 23rd and 27th July respectively and 25 in North Stainley, also on 23rd.  

Tree Sparrow Passer montana 

Apart from three in the Sleningford Mill area (at a garden feeder) there were no 
other records from outside the Reserve or surrounds, from the rest of the Recording 
Area.  Recorded almost daily from around the Barn and the south end of the 
Reserve only; i.e. not in the mid to north end of the Reserve at all. Breeding records 
are rarely received away from the highly successful Barn area and south end of 
Reserve nest box colony. So what is regarded as a ‘common’ resident species in the 
south end of the Reserve is, in fact, a very scarce bird at any time of the year 
elsewhere. We probably should do more for the species within the wider Recording 
Area.  Numbers from the Reserve peaked during the two winter periods at 50 on 2nd 
February & 29th November; ten to 30 were recorded on numerous dates throughout 
the year. The nest box scheme was once again monitored by the High Batts 
volunteers and ringed by the EDRG (see their report for the species ringing details) . 
Birds were investigating nest boxes by 22nd February & noted carrying nest material 
on 23rd March; the species can be triple brooded and it’s no surprise that adults were 
collecting moulting Mallard feathers from the streamside on 22nd July. On 8th 
August, of 30 birds present at the feeders, many juveniles were noted.     

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 

Two flew north over the Barn compound on 23rd April. 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 

One or two noted from February to November in the northern part of the Recording 
Area (i.e. Reserve / Bellflask to Sleningford), albeit with fewer records during the 
late summer/autumn period. Four in Bellflask on 20th June was the maximum.  

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrelli 
Not a common species from within the Recording Area with only 20 bird/days noted. 
Apart from  four in the Slurry Lagoon area on 10th May and three in Bellflask on 10th 
August, the rest were all single bird records. No suggestion of breeding reported. 
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Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis 

After an absence of several years one 
was reported flying over the Dubb and 
calling, by the EDRG, during the 
weekend of 5th/6th August. 

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla 

A very good early winter period for the 
species at the Reserve feeders; from 13th 
January through to 14th April between 
one & five birds were almost daily at the 
Pond Hide feeders. The only late winter 
period record was of a single bird in the 
Reserve on the Open Day on 22nd 
October.  

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

One of the more numerous and regular species from around the Reserve feeders 
and therefore reported on numerous dates in every month but, as more than one 
observer reported, not common in the Reserve away from the feeders. Monthly 
maxima from the feeders were as follows – 40 on 7th & 13th January, 50 on 2nd & 7th 
February, 30 on 2nd March & 11th April, six on 16th May, 20 on 25th July, 15 on 15th 
August, 20 on 29th November and on several dates in December.  Away from the 
Reserve full Recording Area counts were low with only 25 on 6th March, 11 on 11th 
May, 53 (on recently direct drilled wheat stubble at the entrance track) on 21st 
October and 18 on 16th November.  

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

At the Reserve and adjacent surrounds noted on several dates every month of the 
year. One or two birds was the norm, but up to five on several dates in both winter 
periods. No suggestion of breeding from the Reserve. In the wider Recording Area 
ten were noted in the south end (Reserve south) on 9th February, 6 on 20th July. A 
brood was on the wing in Ripon Parks on 10th August.  

Greenfinch  Chloris chloris 

Between one & three in the Reserve from early January to late April with at least 
one singing male holding territory in the south end. Away from the Reserve other 
singing birds were at Little Studley on 1st May & at Bellflask & North Stainley on 23rd 
July. Five in the Recording Area on 16th November was the maximum for the year. 

Linnet  Linaria cannabina 

The arable and weedy fields annexed by Hansons for a new haul road, adjacent to 
the Reserve attracted a good number of birds during the first winter period. It is 
worth explaining also, that the arable fields to the west of the Reserve are now not 

Brambling, J Barber 
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ploughed.  The seed corn is direct drilled into the surface and any annual weed seeds 
missed by any spring/summer herbicide treatment will sit on top of the ‘stubble’ and 
be readily available to any finches and Stock Doves through the winter. It was 
pleasing to observe in this area 60 Linnets on 7th January, 80 on 5th February, 40 on 
14th and 20 on 16th. Between one & four were logged (usually heard) over the 
Reserve on many dates through to late May. Forty were in the Bellflask / Pennycroft 
area on 23rd July & 20 at the latter site on 29th November. A further 20 were in the 
Sleningford area on 9th October. 

Redpoll Acanthis flammea flammea /cabaret 
The British and near Continental form of Redpoll cabaret is the regular species seen 
at High Batts. We have occasional records of the North & North East European form 
flammea seen at the feeders in the Reserve; we had three claimed records of single 
birds this year on 9th & 15th February & 2nd March.  The identification of the two 
forms can be extremely problematic, especially in spring, when plumage wear and 
paleness makes matters difficult. A. cabaret was recorded from the Reserve only, 
especially in the first winter period,  when up to ten were regular, especially at the 
feeders, between January & late March, after which numbers dwindled to five on six 
dates in April, until the last on 23rd, which was caught and ringed. During October 
EDRG caught and ringed 30, 35 and seven on Ripon Parks on 8th, 18th and 19th 
October respectively; three were in the Reserve on 21st with  ten next day.   

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 

A lucky family chanced on and photographed a superb bird, sitting in the hawthorns 
across the stream from the (Upper) Pond Hide, on 21st October. This bird seemed to 
be the one of the forerunners of a large scale immigration of birds suspected to 
have moved from 
Eastern Europe, 
throughout the rest of 
the autumn period. 
Another bird flew from 
Halls Clearing in the 
Reserve and across the 
river towards Bellflask 
on 5th December. 
Seven were suspected 
of being in the Sloe 
Wood, adjacent to 
Bellflask, around this 
time, but could not be 
confirmed. 

Hawfinch, Val Normington 
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Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 

Worryingly, only four records for the Recording Area away from the Reserve and 
adjacent weedy fields to the west. The maximum for the Recording Area was just 
four on two dates. A frequent visitor to the Reserve feeders (nearly always at the 
niger seed feeder); up to 20 on several dates in late February and through March, 
dipping to ten through April and May; still recorded during the summer and late 
winter period from the Reserve and immediate surrounds, with again, 20 being the 
maximum on several dates around the year end. 

Siskin   Spinus spinus 

Only reported from the Reserve, during both winter periods and early spring – no 
summer records. A maximum of 20 was attained on 7th February and 22nd October. A 
species that also favours the niger feeders.   

Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella 

Our Ripon Parks wheat feeders pulled in some birds during both winter periods, 
especially  the early winter through into spring, when a maximum of 25 were noted 
during late April at the Bailey Bridge site (betwixt North and Middle Parks Farms). At 
the Reserve feeders and the nearby Big Hedge feeder (near the Barn) numbers were 
far fewer – with up to ten in mid to late March, increasing to a maximum of 14 on 
28th. Evidence of probable breeding (two pairs) between the Reserve and west 
along the access track.  

Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus 

Although still mostly in low numbers throughout the Recording Area, there does 
seem to be an increasing upward trend in the population. From the south of the 
Recording Area & Bellflask a maximum of 21 was noted on 9th February. Apart from a 
total absence June, one or two were noted from the Reserve throughout the year.  

Escaped and Feral Species 

Black Swan   Cygnus atratus (Australia) 

One in Bellflask on 9th February. 

Bar-headed Goose  Anser indicus (Asia) 

One was in Bellflask from 7th to 24th September. 

Helmeted Guinefowl Namida meleagris (Africa) 

The ‘resident’ four were seen throughout the year in fields and woods to the west of 
the Reserve. Some broken egg shells from the species were found in the area, but 
no indication of incubating or young was confirmed.   
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LIST OF SPECIES REQUIRING DESCRIPTIONS 

The HDNS Records Committee stresses that records of species in the list below 
will only be considered for publication if accompanied by a full written 
description or a recognisable photograph.  This requirement ensures complete 
accuracy and the procedure is also strictly adhered to by the Rarities Committee 
of British Birds and the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union. 

Claims should be submitted as soon as possible after the event so that the 
necessary adjudication procedures can be finalized in time for the decision to be 
made, qualifying the record for publication in the Annual Bird Report. 

The list of rare birds for which the Society requires full field notes before 
acceptance for publication, in addition to all those species for which BBRC 
requires descriptions i.e. National rarities, is set out below.  Full details of those 
marked with an asterisk (*) are also required by the Yorkshire Naturalists’ Union.  
Full lists of those species requiring descriptions by YNU and BBRC can be found 
in their publications or websites. 

Bean Goose* 
American Wigeon* 
Ferruginous Duck* 
Black Grouse 
Red-throated Diver 
Black-throated Diver 
Great Northern Diver 
Red-necked Grebe 
Slavonian Grebe 
Black-necked Grebe 
Bittern 
Black-crowned Night Heron* 
Great White Egret* 
Purple Heron* 
Spoonbill 
Honey Buzzard* 
Black Kite* 
White-tailed Eagle* 
Montagu’s Harrier* 
Goshawk 
Rough-legged Buzzard* 
Golden Eagle* 
Red-footed Falcon* 
Spotted Crake 
Kentish Plover* 
American Golden Plover 

Temminck’s Stint 
Pectoral Sandpiper 
White-rumped Sandpiper* 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper* 
Red-necked Phalarope 
Pomerine Skua 
Arctic Skua 
Long-tailed Skua 
Great Skua 
Mediterranean Gull 
Little Gull 
Caspian Gull* 
Ring-billed Gull* 
Glaucous Gull 
White-winged Black Tern* 
Roseate Tern 
Alpine Swift* 
Hoopoe 
Wood Lark 
Shore Lark 
Short-toed Lark* 
Red-rumped Swallow* 
Richard’s Pipit 
Tawny Pipit* 
Red-throated Pipit* 
Water Pipit 

Nightingale 
Bluethroat 
Black Redstart 
Aquatic Warbler* 
Marsh Warbler* 
Icterine Warbler 
Barred Warbler 
Yellow-browed Warbler 
Pallas’s Warbler 
Firecrest 
Red-breasted Flycatcher 
Bearded Tit 
Golden Oriole 
Red-backed Shrike 
Woodchat Shrike* 
Rose-coloured Starling 
Chough* 
Raven (low ground only) 
Common (Mealy) Redpoll 
Arctic Redpoll* 
Common Rosefinch 
Cirl Bunting* 
Ortolan Bunting* 
Lapland Bunting 
Rustic Bunting 
Little Bunting 
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Bird Ringing Report 2017 

Information supplied by East Dales Ringing Group 

High Batts – a reduced number of ringing visits during 2017, several having to be 

cancelled due to adverse weather conditions, hence the lower total of birds ringed 

overall. 

Two broods of Swallows ringed – again worries about the chicks overheating due to 

the proximity of the nest to the metal-sheeted roof of the barn but thanks to the 

volunteers’ efforts, most fledged.  The two Chiffchaffs were caught at the start of 

spring. Sadly it wasn’t possible to gather a ringing team for the Open Day in 

October.  It was good to catch two older Chaffinches that were not showing any 

signs of Papillomavirus, which is affecting at least 40% of the High Batts population 

(we do not ring any Chaffinch which shows any hint of the leg “growths”). 

Nest box checking was again very productive, with 42 nest records submitted to 

BTO, including 8 Blue Tits, 7 Great Tits, 3 Jackdaws, one Robin (failed) and 20 Tree 

Sparrows (5 failed).  Slightly smaller Tree Sparrow brood sizes compared with 2016 

and one chick from 2016 was retrapped during 2017! 

Retrap highlights included two Marsh Tits from 2016, three Blue Tits ringed at HBNR 

and retrapped at Bellflask (one vice versa) & seven Blue Tits ringed in nest boxes 

retrapped during winter 2017/18.  One Great Tit from Bellflask was recaught at High 

Batts & three nestlings ringed in nest boxes were retrapped over-winter.  Finally, 

one Tree Sparrow nestling was recaught in winter 2017.  The Lesser Redpoll retrap 

could be a bird on passage, ringed at HBNR on its way back north (Scotland or 

Scandinavia?) and then retrapped at nearby Ripon Parks on southward migration.   

Codes used in recapture history tables 

Capture Codes Age Codes  

N  Newly ringed bird 0   Age unknown 
R   Recaptured by ringer 1   Pullus (nestling) 
C   Controlled recapture 2   Fully grown, age unknown 
RR   Ring read in field 3   Hatched this calendar year 
X   Found dead 4   Hatched before this calendar year 
XF  Freshly found dead or dying 5   Hatched last calendar year 
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Species Full grown Pulli Retraps / 

Recoveries 

TOTAL 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 2 0 2 4 

Swallow 0 9 1 10 

Wren 1 0 0 1 

Dunnock 0 0 4 4 

Robin 6 0 4 10 

Blackbird 1 0 1 2 

Blackcap 2 0 0 2 

Chiffchaff 2 0 0 2 

Long-tailed Tit 1 0 0 1 

Marsh Tit 2 0 2 4 

Coal Tit 1 0 2 3 

Blue Tit 17 40 11 68 

Great Tit 7 27 10 44 

Treecreeper 1 0 0 1 

Jackdaw 0 5 0 5 

House Sparrow 2 0 0 2 

Tree Sparrow 5 58 3 66 

Chaffinch 8 0 4 12 

Brambling 2 0 0 2 

Greenfinch 1 0 0 1 

Goldfinch 12 0 0 12 

Lesser Redpoll 2 0 0 2 

Yellowhammer 3 0 0 3 

Reed Bunting 1 0 0 1 

TOTALS 79 139 44 262 

Totals for birds ringed at HBNR 2017 
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High Batts Nature Reserve 

Selected Recapture Histories for 2017 

All birds ringed and/or recaptured at High Batts Nature Reserve except where 

otherwise stated. 

Ring no. Type Age Capture Date Details 

Great Spotted Woodpecker      

LB91436 N 6M  18/01/15  

 R 6M Recaptured 03/04/16 1 yr 76 d 

 O 4M Sighted 20/12/16 1 yr 337 d 

 O 4M Sighted 
(Photograph) 

01/08/17 2 yrs 195 d 

Coal Tit      

Z025110 N  3  16/11/14  

 R 5 Recaptured 18/01/15 63 d 

 R 4 Recaptured 18/12/16 2 yrs 32 d 

 R 6M Recaptured 26/03/17 2 yrs 130 d 

 R 6 Recaptured 25/02/18 3 yrs 101 d 

Blue Tit      

D270114 N 3  06/10/13  

 R 5 Recaptured 12/01/14 98 d 

 R 5 Recaptured 23/03/14 168 d 

 R 4 Recaptured 16/11/14 1 yr 41 d 

 R 6M Recaptured 26/03/17 3 yrs 171 d 

 R 6 Recaptured 22/04/18 4 yrs 198 d 

Y686735 N 3  10/11/13  

 R 6M Recaptured 01/05/16 2 yrs 173 d 

 R 6M Recaptured 23/04/17 3 yrs 164 d 
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Ring no. Type Age Capture Date Details 

Great Tit      

TV26127 N 1  03/06/16  

 R 3M Recaptured 13/11/16 163 d 

 R 5M Recaptured 26/03/17 296 d 

VZ46707 N 1  22/05/16  

 R 3M Recaptured 18/12/16 210 d 

 R 5M Recaptured 26/03/17 308 d 

TP71654 N 3JF  27/08/16 Ripon Parks 
(MOD) 

 R 5F Recaptured 26/03/17 High Batts 
2km NNW, 
211 d 

TP71688 N 3F  09/10/16 Ripon Parks 
(MOD) 

 R 5F Recaptured 26/03/17 High Batts 
2km NNW, 
168 d 

Tree Sparrow      

VZ46826 N 1  30/07/16  

 R 4 Recaptured 23/04/17 267 d 

 

S007360 N 2  13/11/16  

 R 4 Recaptured 23/04/17 161 d 

 

S007660 N 2  18/12/16  

 R 4 Recaptured 26/03/17 98 d 
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Ring no. Type Age Capture Date Details 

Chaffinch      

L680981 N 6F  20/03/11  

 R 6F Recaptured 22/03/15 4yrs 2 d 

 R 6F Recaptured 26/03/17 6 yrs 6 d 

Y686880 N 6M  17/02/13  

 R 4M Recaptured 10/11/13 266 d 

 R 6M Recaptured 23/04/17 4 yrs 65 d 

Lesser Redpoll      

S605147 N 5M  23/04/17  

 R 2M Recaptured 26/10/17 Ripon Parks 
(MOD), 2km 
SSE, 186 d 

Reed Bunting      

S605127 N 6M  26/03/17  

 R 4M Recaptured 08/11/17 Ripon Parks 
(MOD), 2km 
SSE, 227 d 

Ringing at MOD Ripon Parks—2017 

2017 makes interesting reading.  The increase in Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler is 

probably due to extra effort rather than increase in local populations, but were the 

Sedge Warblers ringed in 2016 locally reared (Nosterfield or Bellflask reedbeds?) or 

from further afield?! 

As in 2016, maximum effort was taken to ring Redwing (and other thrushes) using 

our now complete set of four elevator nets (north, south, east and west).  Passage 

was noticeably different from 2016, but nevertheless we ringed the largest total of 

Song Thrushes for the site (which migrate with the Redwing), second-highest total 

of Redwing (including EDRG’s first-ever UK control) and caught a handful of early 

returning Fieldfare. 
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Species Full grown Pulli Retraps / 
Recoveries 

TOTAL 

Sparrowhawk 1 0 0 1 

Great Spotted Woodpecker 5 0 4 9 

Swallow 1 0 0 1 

Meadow Pipit 94 0 0 94 

Wren 32 0 10 42 

Dunnock 17 0 3 20 

Robin 18 0 11 29 

Blackbird 32 0 4 36 

Fieldfare 1 0 0 1 

Song Thrush 22 0 0 22 

Redwing 533 0 1 534 

Mistle Thrush 1 0 0 1 

Lesser Whitethroat 2 0 0 2 

Whitethroat 8 0 0 8 

Garden Warbler 4 0 0 4 

Blackcap 61 0 0 61 

Chiffchaff 188 0 28 216 

Willow Warbler 103 0 1 104 

Goldcrest 70 0 9 79 

Long-tailed Tit 43 0 43 86 

Marsh Tit 5 0 2 7 

Coal Tit 7 0 5 12 

Blue Tit 87 0 21 108 

Great Tit 46 0 9 55 

Treecreeper 9 0 8 17 

Totals for birds ringed at MOD Ripon Parks 2017 

Prior to the thrush migration, we were successful in ringing our highest-ever total of 

migrating Meadow Pipits passing through Ripon Parks in September, but even more 

exciting was the total of Lesser Redpoll ringed/retrapped, which as can be seen 

from the Retraps Summary, came from northern Scotland, Ireland, Surrey and 

elsewhere in the UK!  Interestingly, we’ve previously had a Lesser Redpoll ringed at 

Ripon Parks recaught at Chobham Common in Surrey, so presumably the birds are 

using a “well-rehearsed” migratory route! 
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Species Full grown Pulli Retraps / 

Recoveries 

TOTAL 

Tree Sparrow 1 0 0 1 

Chaffinch 13 0 1 14 

Brambling 1 0 0 1 

Greenfinch 4 0 0 4 

Goldfinch 18 0 0 18 

Linnet 2 0 0 2 

Lesser Redpoll 368 0 9 377 

Bullfinch 19 0 6 25 

Yellowhammer 2 0 0 2 

Reed Bunting 18 0 4 22 

TOTALS 1836 0 179 2015 

Comparison of 6 year totals — Warblers at Ripon Parks  

Species 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 TOTALS 

Sedge Warbler 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 

Reed Warbler 0 3 0 0 0 1 4 

Lesser Whitethroat 2 13 3 10 2 2 32 

Whitethroat 8 7 2 16 7 12 52 

Garden Warbler 4 7 3 6 1 4 25 

Blackcap 61 126 35 55 8 20 301 

Chiffchaff 188 160 83 123 79 66 690 

Willow Warbler 103 96 8 66 48 70 391 
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MOD Ripon Parks 

Selected Recapture Histories for 2017 

All birds ringed and/or recaptured at MOD Ripon Parks except where otherwise 

stated. 

Ring no. Type Age Capture Date Details 

Robin      

D270381 N 4M  22/06/14  

 R 4 Recaptured 27/08/17 3 yrs 66 d 

 R 4 Recaptured 16/10/17 3 yrs 116 d 

Redwing      

RF83695 N 3  17/10/15 Woolston Eyes, 
Warrington 

 C 4 Recaptured 20/10/17 Ripon Parks, 109 km 
NE, 2 yrs 3 d 

Goldcrest      

CLJ170 N 3M  02/11/16  

 R 4M Recaptured 15/09/17 317 d 

 R 4M Recaptured 08/10/17 340 d 

 R 4M Recaptured 16/10/17 348 d 

 R 4M Recaptured 08/11/17 1 yr 6 d 

 R 4M Recaptured 13/11/17 1 yr 11 d 

Long-tailed Tit      

5U3011 N 2  24/10/14  

 R 2 Recaptured 09/11/14 16 d 

 R  2 Recaptured 09/09/15 320 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 18/10/16 1 yr 360 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 19/11/17 3 yrs 26 d 
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Ring no. Type Age Capture Date Details 

Long-tailed Tit      

5U3030 N 2  26/12/14  

 R 2 Recaptured 18/19/17 2 yrs 296 d 

 

EKA619 

 

N 

 

2 

  

10/09/13 

 

 R 2 Recaptured 20/10/13 40 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 26/10/13 46 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 29/10/13 49 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 24/11/13 75 d 

 R 4 Recaptured 22/06/14 285 d 

 R 4 Recaptured 26/07/15 1 yr 319 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 05/09/15 1 yr 360 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 09/09/15 1 yr 364 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 17/10/15 2 yrs 37 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 10/09/16 3 yrs 0 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 18/10/16 3 yrs 38 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 30/10/16 3 yrs 50 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 08/10/17 4 yrs 28 d 

 

EKA621 

 

N 

 

2 

 

 

 

10/09/13 

 

 

 R 2 Recaptured 29/10/13 49 d 

 R 4F Recaptured 22/06/14 285 d 

 R 4 Recaptured 15/02/15 1 yr 158 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 10/09/15 2 yrs 0 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 17/10/15 2 yrs 37 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 08/10/16 3 yrs 28 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 19/11/17 4 yrs 70 d 
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Ring no. Type Age Capture Date Details 

Long-tailed Tit      

EKA661 N 4  23/03/14  

 R 2 Recaptured 26/12/14 278 d 

 R 2 Recaptured 18/10/17 3 yrs 209 d 

Marsh Tit      

D131439 N 3J  14/08/16  

 R 3J Recaptured 27/08/16 13 d 

 R 4 Recaptured 18/10/17 1 yr 65 d 

Coal Tit      

D131505 N 3J  28/08/16  

 R 4 Recaptured 16/10/17 1 yr 49 d 

Blue Tit      

D131413 N 3J  09/08/16  

 R 3J Recaptured 25/08/16 16 d 

 R 3J Recaptured 26/08/16 17 d 

 R 4M Recaptured 26/08/17 1 yr 17 d 

 R 4 Recaptured 16/10/17 1 yr 68 d 

 R 4 Recaptured 25/10/17 1 yr 77 d 

 

Z025211 

 

N 

 

3J 

  

25/08/14 

 

 R 3J Recaptured 07/09/14 13 d 

 R 4 Recaptured 08/10/17 3 yrs 44 d 

Lesser Redpoll      

S097417 N 3  10/10/16 Kew Villas, Kilnsea 

 C 4M Recaptured 08/10/17 Ripon Parks, 125km 
WNW, 363 d 

S364095 N 5  30/03/17 Kintore, Aberdeen 

 C 2 Recaptured 27/10/17 Ripon Pk, 343km S, 211d 
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Ring no. Type Age Capture Date Details 

Lesser Redpoll      

S443444 N 3  19/11/16 Chobham Common, Surrey 

 C 3 Recaptured 15/10/17 Ripon Pks, 317km N, 330 d 

S605147 N 5M  23/04/17 High Batts NR 

 R 2M Recaptured 26/10/17 Ripon Parks, 2km SSE, 186 d 

Y518198 N 3M  21/09/14 Copeland Bird Obs, Down, 
N. Ireland 

 C 4M Recaptured 24/11/17 Ripon Parks, 265km ESE, 3 
yrs 64 d 

Z577881 N 3M  23/10/16 Warren Fm, Waxham, 
Norfolk 

 C 4M Recaptured 08/10/17 Ripon Parks, 262km NW, 
350 d 

Z889243 N J  08/10/15 Anglers’ Country Park, 
Wakefield 

 C 4 Recaptured 23/10/17 Ripon Parks, 60km N, 2 yrs 
15 d 

Z925947 N 3  08/11/16 Bevercotes Mine, Lound 
Hall, Notts. 

 C 4M Recaptured 16/10/17 Ripon Parks, 109km NNW, 
342 d. 

Bullfinch      

D131563 N 3JF  07/09/16  

 R 3F Recaptured 02/10/16 25 d 

 R 4F Recaptured 13/11/17 1 yr 67 d 

Reed Bunting      

Y686715 N 4M  06/05/13  

 R 4M Recaptured 27/07/17 4 yrs 82 d 
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Mammals 

Robert Adams 

Nomenclature and order follows Harris S. & Yalden D.W., 2008 Mammals of the 
British Isles: Handbook, 4th Edition. 

 

Rodentia: Rodents 

Grey Squirrel  Sciurus carolinensis 

There were 48 records of Grey Squirrels in the Reserve during 2017, mostly around 
the bird feeders.  The maximum was four on 22nd October.  Records from the 
Recording Area were: singles at Little Studley on 17th January and 10th August; three 
on a bird feeder at Ripon Parks on 5th February; one at Ripon Golf Course on 5th 
October; one at Norton Conyers on 19th November and one at Canada Bottom, 
Ripon Parks on 27th December.  Dead animals as road casualties were: singles at 
Ripon Golf Course and North Lees, both on 15th July; one on Palace Road, Ripon on 
29th August and one at Wath on 25th November. 

Bank Vole Myodes glareolus 
A Bank Vole was seen under the Pond Hide feeders on 19th January and a dead 
animal was found in the Reserve on 20th January.  One was disturbed from under a 
dead wood pile in the Reserve on 2nd March.  There were no other records until 3rd 
August when a moribund young animal was found in the Barn Compound.  A dead 
adult was in the Lower Car Park on 12th October and one was caught and eaten by a 
Heron in front of the Pond Hide on 20th October.  The total of eleven, live trapped 
and released on the Open Day on 22nd October is more indicative of the Bank Vole’s 
status as a common animal in the Reserve.  Four were disturbed from stacks of cut 
vegetation along the Ride on 26th October.  One was seen swimming in flood water 
in front of the Pond Hide on 23rd November.  Only two records from the Recording 
Area, both in Pennycroft, on 15th August and 7th December. 

Field Vole Microtus agrestis 

The only records of Field Vole in 2017 came from the remains of four animals (two 
adults and two juveniles) in owl pellets found in the Reserve on 20th December. 

Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus 

The record of five Wood Mice live trapped in the Reserve on the Open Day on 22nd 

October indicates that it is present in numbers, but seriously under-recorded.  The 
only other record for the Reserve is one disturbed from cut vegetation on the Ride 
on 26th October.  Two dead Wood Mice were found as prey items in a Barn Owl nest 
in the Recording Area on 1st June.  
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House Mouse Mus domesticus 

One in the Bothy, next to the Barn on 20th January was the only record and the first 
for several years. 

Common Rat Rattus norvegicus 

More in evidence from the signs of its activity than by actual sightings, this 
destructive and disease carrying rodent is obviously widespread and common 
throughout the Recording Area.  Pheasant feeders particularly attract them and it is 
around these that many footprints and droppings are found.  There were but two 
recorded sightings of the animals themselves in 2017: one ran across the A6108 near 
the Lightwater Valley entrance on 22nd July and one at the Pond Hide feeders on 30th 
November.  

Lagomorpha: Rabbits and Hares 

Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 
The ground around the feeders opposite the Pond Hide attracts Rabbits throughout 
the year.  The largest count of four was on 17th January.  The only double figures 
noted were: ten, on Pennycroft on 23rd July and 15th August and 15 at Sleningford on 
19th November.  A decade ago sightings of forty plus in the Reserve were not 
unusual and reports of ‘hundreds’ from Bellflask were regularly received. 

Brown Hare Lepus europaeus 

One was in a field near Middle Parks Farm on 5th February; a total of four were seen 
in the Recording Area on 9th March; one was just south of Blue Cap Wood, west of 
the Reserve, on 1st May; three were seen at Sleningford on 22nd October and the final 
record was of one on Pennycroft on 12th December. 

Insectivora: Hedgehog, Mole and Shrews 

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus 

There was one record of a live Hedgehog in 2017, when one was seen walking 
‘sprightly’ across the A6108 at West Tanfield Cricket Club at 15:30 on 7th December.  
Others were not so lucky in attempting to cross the A6108: dead animals, killed by 
motor vehicles, were noted at North Lees on 22nd April and 1st May; Ripon Clock 
Tower on 13th June; North Lees on 13th June and North Stainley on 23rd July. 

Mole Talpa europaea 
Judging by the existence of molehills throughout the Recording Area throughout 
the year, the Mole must be an abundant mammal, even in areas that are subject to 
flooding from the River Ure.  Single dead animals were found in the Reserve on 22nd 
June and 15th August. 

Common Shrew Sorex araneus 
In 2017 three dead Common Shrews were found: one near the Hotel Hide on 15th 
July; one on Ripon Loop YWT on 3rd August and one on the footpath near Ripon Golf 
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Course on 10th August.  A live animal was seen in the Barn on 5th October.  No 
Common Shrews were live trapped on the Reserve Open Day on 22nd October, 
probably because of the lateness in the year. 

Water Shrew Nyomys fodiens 
Sadly the only record of a Water Shrew in 2017 was of a dead animal on the entrance 
footpath to the Reserve, just through the hand gate on 6th July. 

Chiroptera: Bats 

Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 
This species is present in some of the tit and Tree Sparrow nest boxes in the 
Reserve.  Three boxes were found to be occupied on 22nd June and on 6th July.  
Approximately 30 were counted emerging from a building in Ripon Parks on 8th 
June. 

Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus 
Approximately 30 were counted emerging, as above, on 8th June. 

Brown Long-eared Bat Plecotus auritus 

33 were counted, as above, on 8th June. 

Unidentified bat species 
Droppings were found under the bat box on the eastern side of the Pond Hide and 
around the Hotel Hide door between February and August.  During the emergence 
survey of the building at Ripon Parks of 8th June two Myotis bats appeared, but 
specific identification was not certain. 

Carnivora: Carnivores 

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 
Droppings and prints were noted in the Reserve and throughout the Recording Area 
throughout the year.  Actual sightings were: one adult with a black-tipped tail at 
Ripon Loop YWT on 9th March; one adult with a white-tipped tail on Pennycroft also 
on 9th March; one adult near the Dragonfly Ponds on 4th May; one young animal in 
front of the Pond Hide on 24th June; two adults in the Reserve on 13th July; two 
adults in front of the Pond Hide, one of which had a broken front leg, on 17th July; 
and finally one adult near the Dragonfly Ponds on 30th November.  There was no 
evidence of cubs in the Reserve this year. 

Badger Meles meles 
Badger prints were found in the Reserve in every month of the year.  The only 
sighting reported was of three animals photographed in the Reserve on 13th July.  
Four active setts were reported in the Recording Area in 2017, with ‘spring-cleaning’ 
in evidence during March. 
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Otter Lutra lutra 

There were nine records in 2017, fairly evenly spread throughout the year.  Eight 
were of single animals and one of two animals.  All sightings were in the River Ure, 
either seen from the Riverside Hide or the Hotel Hide. 

Stoat Mustela erminea 
One near Fox Covert in Ripon Parks on 9th March and one on roadside at Norton 
Conyers on 25th November.  Obviously an under-recorded mammal. 

American Mink Mustela vison 
Two Mink were recorded in 2017.  Both records were of animals in the Hide Pond on 
26th July and 20th October. 

Cat Felis catus 
Sightings of  feral cats in High Batts in 2017 were: three in the southern end of the 
Reserve on 1st May; four in the same area on 15th July; one in front of the Pond Hide 
on 22nd July; and finally one was seen to catch a small mammal on the Ride near the 
Dragonfly Ponds on 13th August. 

Artiodactyla: Even-toed Ungulates 

Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 

Roe Deer prints were found in and around the Reserve throughout the year.  
Sightings of the animals themselves, up to three together, were too numerous to 
mention individually.  One interesting sighting was of an animal swimming across 
the River Ure into the Reserve on 17th July. 
 

Thank you to all who contributed mammal records in 2017. 

Stoat, J Barber 
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High Batts Nature Reserve 

General Information 

High Batts is a Private Nature Reserve (PNR) comprising some 12.5 ha. (31 acres) of 

mixed woodland. It was formerly an island in the River Ure - the word 'batts' means 

island. When the course of the river changed, the Reserve was left as an integral 

part of the west bank of the river. 

The Reserve is situated on the Magnesian Limestone belt with the immediate 

substrate being mostly alluvial gravels. This determines a diverse flora and fauna; 

the woodland comprises Ash, Birch, Alder etc. with Hawthorn scrub, and dry 

limestone grassland clearings. It is intersected by a small stream, and ponds have 

been created for the encouragement of water birds and aquatic life. An extensive 

Recording Area has been designated surrounding the Reserve which complements 

and extends the records from the Reserve proper. Maps of the Reserve and the 

Recording Area are published on the inner covers of this Report. An agreement was 

concluded with the Norton Conyers Estate in 1973 enabling the area to be managed 

as a nature Reserve, and it was designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) in 1983. Additional land at the south end of the Reserve was leased from 

Lightwater Holdings in 1995 and this is used for storage buildings, work area and car 

parks. A Pond Hide, a Riverside Hide and  the 'Hotel' hide have been provided for the 

use of visitors to the Reserve. 

The Reserve lies to the east of North Stainley village, near Ripon. Access for visitors 

is by a private track leading to the Hanson Aggregates quarry complex. The entrance 

(Grid Ref. SE 289761) is on the eastern side of the A6108 road between the entrance 

to Lightwater Valley and North Stainley. Access to the Reserve is limited to its 

Members, and to groups and individuals by prior arrangement.  Access to the 

Reserve is by key code to be used on the padlocked gate at the track entrance and 

on the digital locks on each Hide.  

As noted above, the Recording Area extends beyond the boundaries of the Reserve; 

members and visitors have no privileged access to this area except on public roads, 

rights of way and open access land. 

The Reserve is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation. Its operation & membership 

arrangements are defined in its Governing Document adopted in April 2013. 
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Membership of High Batts 

 

Membership of High Batts is open to any individual interested in the area and the 
work of the Charity, who makes formal application and pays the annual 
subscription.  

Membership rates: 

Individual £11, Family £15, Junior/Student £5.  

  

Enquiries about membership should be made to:- 

Peter Hills 
Membership Secretary 

41 Glebe Meadow, Sharow, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 5BD   
Tel. 01765 604101   

Email: hbmembership1@gmail.com 

   

All other enquiries including enquiries about individual or group visits should be 
made to:- 

Mrs Alwin Knowles 
Secretary 

Mayfield Farm, Wilsill, Harrogate, HG3 5EB  
Tel. 01423 714910 

Email: highbatts1@gmail.com 

  

Enquiries can also be made to:- 

Colin E Slator 
Chair of the Trustees 

Broadacres, Kirby Hill, Boroughbridge YO51 9DH   
Tel. 07935 352890  

Email: highbatts1@gmail.com 

 

The High Batts Nature Reserve website 

https://highbatts.wordpress.com/ 
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